FERNANDINA BEACH LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
SITE DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
CHAPTERS 1-4-11

UNDERLINED = LANGUAGE ADDED
STRIKE THRU = LANGUAGE REMOVED OR RELOCATED TO A DIFFERENT SECTION
__________ = ORIGINAL CHANGES PROPOSED AND REVIEWED AT SEPT 2015 PAB MEETING
__________ = CHANGES BASED ON COMMENTS RCVD FOLLOWING SEPT 2015 PAB MEETING

CHAPTER 1 DEFINITIONS
Protected Tree means any existing, healthy tree having a five (5) inch DBH, or greater and not identified
on the most recent Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council Invasive Plant list (Category I or II) and any tree that
was planted or preserved in compliance with an approved development order or to mitigate removal of a
protected tree. on the list of prohibit or invasive trees set for the in Table 4.05.03(A)(3).
Shade Tree means any self-supporting woody plant of a species that is generally well-shaped, wellbranched, and well-foliated which normally grows to an overall minimum height of thirty-five (35) feet with
a minimum average mature crown spread of thirty (30) thirty feet, and which is commonly accepted by
the local horticultural and arboricultural professionals as a species which can be expected to survive for at
least fifteen (15) years in a healthy and vigorous growing condition over a wide range of environmental
conditions.
Tree means any self-supporting woody plant having at least one well-defined stem and a minimum of two
and a half (2.5) in DBH, and which normally grows to a minimum height of 25 feet in an urban area.
Arborist means a person who holds a current certification as an arborist by International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA).
“Florida-Friendly Landscaping” or “Xeriscape” means quality landscapes those conserves water and
protects the environment and are adaptable to local conditions and which are drought tolerant. The
principles of Xeriscape include planning and design, appropriate choice of plants, soil analysis which may
include the use of solid waste compost, efficient irrigation, practical use of turf, appropriate use of mulches,
and proper maintenance. (Ref. §373.185 F.S.)
“Fertilizer” means any substance or mixture of substances, except pesticide/fertilizer mixtures such as
“weed and feed” products, that contains one or more recognized plant nutrients and promotes plant
growth, or controls soil acidity or alkalinity, or provides other soil enrichment, or provides other corrective
measures to the soil. [Guidance: Regulation of pest control businesses and applicators, and of pesticide use,
is preempted to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) by Chapters
482.242, and 487.051 (2), F.S. and suspected pesticide misuse should be reported to FDACS. Weed and
feed products are registered pesticides. The Limited Commercial Landscape Maintenance Certification
Program does not allow landscape maintenance workers to make any kind of pesticide applications
(including weed control and/or weed and feed products) to any turf areas. Per 482.165(3) F.S., a civil
penalty for unlicensed application of pesticides, including weed and feed products, may not be less than
$500 or more than $5,000 for each offense.]
Hydrozone means a distinct grouping of plants with similar water needs and climatic requirements.
Landscape means any combination of living plants (such as grass, ground cover, shrubs, vines, hedges, or
trees) and non-living landscape material (such as rocks, pebbles, sand, mulch, walls, fences, or decorative
paving materials).
Irrigation System means constructed watering systems designed to transport and distribute water to plants.
Irrigated landscape area means all outdoor areas that require a permanent irrigation system.
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Microirrigation (low volume) means the application of small quantities of water directly on or below the
soil surface, usually as discrete drops, tiny streams, or miniature sprays through emitters placed along the
water delivery pipes (laterals). Microirrigation encompasses a number of methods or concepts including
drip, subsurface, bubbler, and spray irrigation, previously referred to as trickle irrigation, low volume, or
low flow irrigation.
Landscape Design means consultation for and preparation of planting plans drawn for compensation,
including specifications and installation details for plant materials, soil amendments, mulches, edging,
gravel, and other similar materials. Such plans may include only recommendations for the conceptual
placement of tangible objects for landscape design projects. Construction documents, details, and
specifications for placement of tangible objects and irrigation systems shall be designed or approved by
licensed professionals as required by law.
Mulch means Non-living, organic or synthetic materials customarily used in landscape design to retard
erosion and retain moisture
Native plant material means any plant material indigenous to northeast Florida or the City of Fernandina
Beach.
Pervious Paving Materials means porous asphaltic, concrete or other surface (pavers or grass pave) and
a high-void aggregate base which allows for rapid infiltration and temporary storage of rain on, or runoff
delivered to, paved surfaces.
Plant Bed means a grouping of trees, shrubs, ground covers, perennials or annuals growing together in a
defined area devoid of turfgrass, normally using mulch around the plants.
Plant material means any ground covers, shrubs, turf or vines which are commercially propagated or
cultivated for the nursey or landscaping industry.
Runoff means the water that results from and occurs following a rain event, or following an irrigation event,
because the water is not absorbed by the soil or landscape and flows from the area.
Shrub means a multi-stemmed plant with a spread and height characteristic of its species and with a
minimum of two (2) feet when planted.
Trimming (or Pruning) means to selectively remove branches without irreversibly altering the natural shape
or form of a tree and without irreversibly damaging or destroying the tree.
Tree Hazard means any potential tree failure due to a structural defect that may result in property
damage or personal injury.
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4.05.00

LANDSCAPING, BUFFERS, AND TREE PROTECTION

4.05.01 Generally
A. It is the intent of the City to provide those standards and regulations that will which:
protect and preserve native tree species, protect and preserve and the natural
landscape; foster and encourage maintenance of natural vegetation; and minimize
loss of trees to development; reduce disturbance of native soil, improve ground and
surface water quality; and promote energy and water conservation through use of
native and Florida-Friendly landscaping principles.
B. The intent of Section 4.05.00 is to provide minimum standards for landscaping,
buffers, and tree protection within the City. These standards are provided to meet the
following specific purposes:
1. Improving the appearance of the City;
2. Providing shade for the ground surfaces and reducing heat island effects;
3. Buffering and protection from wind and storm damage;
4. Buffering adjacent potentially incompatible land uses;
5. Screening vehicular movement from pedestrian and public view;
6. Providing for the protection and preservation of trees and native vegetation;
7. Ensuring the local stock of native trees and vegetation is replenished;
8. Improving ground and surface water quality through reduced run-off and
decreased use of fertilizers and pesticides; and
9. Encouraging Florida-Friendly landscaping principles into landscape design..
4.05.02 Applicability
A. The types of development listed below shall provide a landscaped buffer between
uses, provide landscaping for parking lots, submit a tree survey prepared by a
licensed Florida surveyor or a tree inventory prepared by a certified arborist with an
application for site plan approval, obtain a tree permit prior to receipt of a building
permit, and submit a landscape plan with any application for a development order
for the situations listed below. The required landscape plan shall demonstrate
compliance with the standards of Section 4.05.00.
1. All new construction;
2. All development of regional impact; and
3. Any change of use that which results in any increase in the required off-street
parking, as determined by the standards in Section 7.01.04;
4. All commercial redevelopment which results in an increased building footprint,
reconfiguration of existing parking, parking lot expansions, or development of
outparcels within an existing shopping center.
B. Clearing of any site, including root-rake clearing, shall be subject to the requirements
for tree protection, submittal of a tree survey or a tree inventory prepared by a
certified arborist, and obtaining a tree removal permit.
C. An application for a building permit for a single-family or two-family dwelling
proposed on an existing platted lot shall include a tree survey or a tree inventory
prepared by a certified arborist. The tree survey or a tree inventory prepared by a
certified arborist shall comply with the requirements of Section 4.05.04 regarding
landscaping, but shall not be required to provide a buffer or landscaping for a
parking area.
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D. The following situations are exempt from the requirements of Section 4.05.00:

1. Any interior construction, renovation, or remodeling, provided that such interior
construction, renovation, or remodeling shall which does not increase the footprint
of the building.
2. Licensed plant or tree nurseries or botanical gardens with respect to those plants
and trees that are planted and grown for sale to the general public in the
ordinary course of the licensed business or for public purposes.
3. The removal of underbrush and removal of trees which are less than four (4) inches
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) or less.
4. The removal of an prohibited invasive or prohibited trees listed identified on the
most recent Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council Invasive Plant list in Table
4.05.03(A)(3).
***5. Property owned by Rayonier and Smurfit-Stone West Rock in the I-1 zoning
district is exempt from the requirements of Section 4.05.00, provided that the new
construction, renovation, alteration or remodeling occurs more than 75 feet from an
adjoining non-complementary land use. ***PAB ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION
REQUESTED- CONSIDERATION OF STRIKING THIS LANGUAGE***

4.05.03 Landscape Materials Standards
A. Plant materials
1. Trees, Shrubs, and groundcovers shall be selected by using the Florida-friendly
Plant Database.
1. Trees and shrubs shall be selected from the species listed in Table 4.05.03(A)(1).
In addition to the trees listed in table 4.05.03(A)(1), the following species of
palms are permissible: needle palm and sabal /cabbage palm.
Table 4.05.03(A)(1). Permissible Trees and Shrubs
Canopy Trees
Understory Trees
(Typical mature height is (Typical mature height is less
40 feet or more)
than 40 feet)
Bald cypress
American holly
Black walnut
Blue beech (hornbean,
ironwood, musclewood,
broomwood)
Chinese elm
Dawn redwood
Deodora cedar
Eastern cottonwood
Florida basswood (linden,
Carolina basswood,
Carolina linden, Florida
linden)

Chaste tree
Chickasaw plum
Crape myrtle
Dahoon holly
Devil’s walking stick
Devilwood (wild olive)
East Palatka holly

Shrubs

American beautybush
(beautyberry)
Bluestem palmetto
Cherry laurel
Fetterbrush
Florida privet
Gallberry
Juniper
Schillings holly
(yaupun holly)
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Canopy Trees
Florida elm
Florida maple

Understory Trees
Flowering dogwood
Flowering pear

Ginkgo
Green ash
Hickory
Live oak
Loblolly bay
Longleaf pine
Maple
Oak

Fringe tree
Goldenrain tree
Hop hornbean
Japanese maple
Jerusalem thorn
Leyland cypress
Loquat
Palm (Pindo, Chinese fan,
Washington, cabbage,
Canary Island Date)
Myrtle oak
Redbay
Redbud (Judas-tree)
Shining sumac (winged
sumac)
Red cedar
Silverbells
Southern red cedar
Southern wax myrtle
Tough buckhorn
Walter’s viburnum

Pecan
Pignut hickory
Red maple
River birch (black birch)

Shrubs
Southern wax myrtle
Star anise (anise,
yellow anise)
Strawberry bush
Sweetshrub

Shumard oak
Southern magnolia
Southern red cedar
Spruce pine
Sugarberry (hackberry)
Swamp bay
Sweetbay magnolia
Sweetgum
Sycamore
Tulip poplar (yellow
poplar, tulip magnolia,
whitewood, tulip tree)
Water oak
Weeping Willow
Winged elm
Zelkona
1. Ground cover and vines shall be selected from the species listed in Table
4.05.03(A) (2).
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Table 4.05.03(A) (2). Permissible Ground Cover and Vines
Ground Cover
Coastal Dune Area Ground
Cover
Asiatic jasmine
Fiddle-leaf morning glory
(beach morning glory)
Beach sunflower
Partridge-pea
(cucumber-leafed
sunflower)
Blanket flower
Sea oats
Blue-eyed grass
Coontie
Crinum lily
Eastern coral bean
Gopher apple (groundoak)
Lantana species
Liriope spp

Sea purslane
Seashore bluestern (seaside
bluestem)
Seashore dropseed
Seashore paspalum
(knotgrass)
Seashore saltgrass

Vines
Carolina yellow
Jessamine
Coral honeysuckle
Trumpet creeper
(trumpet vine)
Virginia creeper

Silverleaf croton (beach
croton)
Stillleaf eustachys
(pinewoods finger grass)
Water pennywort

Partridgeberry
Purple coneflower
Rain lily (zephyr lily, fairy
lily)
Saltmeadow cordgrass
Sea oats
Sea Oxeye daisy
Seashore elder (beach
elder)
Stokes aster
3. Plants listed in Table 4.05.03(A) (3) are prohibited.or invasive. Plants identified
as “prohibited” or “noxious weeds” species on the most recent Florida Exotic Pest
Plant Council Invasive Plant list shall be removed as part of the site development
process. Plants that are identified as “invasive” may be retained on a development
site, but shall not count toward meeting landscaping and buffering requirements.
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Table 4.05.03(A)(3). Prohibited and Invasive Species
Invasive Species
Prohibited Species
(may be retained but shall not count
(shall be removed during the site
toward meeting minimum standards for
development process)
trees in landscaped areas and buffers)
Arrow bamboo
Australian pine
Camphor tree
Brazilian pepper
Chinaberry
Chinese tallow (popcorn tree)
Chinese privet (hedge privet)
Cogon grass
Chinese wisteria
Eucalyptus tree
Citrus
Kudzu
Ear tree
Maleleuca (punk tree)
Henon bamboo (giant gray bamboo)
Japanese paper mulberry
Palm leaf bamboo (broadleaf bamboo)
Silk oak
Woman’s tongue
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B. Minimum specifications for plant materials
1. All plants used as part of any landscape plan shall be healthy, well proportioned,

disease-free, pest-free, and hardy for the North Florida Region. Plant materials
shall meet the standards for Florida No. 1 or better, as set out in Grades and
Standards for Nursery Plants, Department of Agriculture, State of Florida.
2. Shrubs shall be at least eighteen (18) inches in height and have a minimum spread
of at least fifteen (15) inches at the time of installation. 3. Shrubs shall be installed
at least thirty-six (36) inches apart, measured on center and may not be placed
closer than three feet from the edge of any impervious area. Example:

3. Hedges shall be planted in double-staggered rows to create a continuous,

unbroken, solid visual screen within one (1) year of planting allowing for full
mature height and spread.
4. All landscaped areas shall be sodded or covered with ground cover. Grassed
areas shall be consolidated and limited to those areas on the site which receive
pedestrian traffic, provide for recreational use, provide cover for required drain
fields or retention areas, or provide soil erosion control such as on slopes or in
swales; and where grass is used as a design unifier or other similar practical use.
Grassed areas shall be planted with warm season grass species normally grown
on permanent lawns in Nassau County. Special care should be taken when
selecting turf grasses for shaded sites. A soil sample should be tested specifically
for pH to determine which grass species is most suitable for the site. Grassed areas
may be sodded, plugged, sprigged, or seeded, to provided that full coverage
shall be achieved within one (1) year after planting. Solid sod shall be used in
swales or areas subject to erosion. Grass sod shall be clean and reasonably free
of weeds and noxious pests or diseases. Grass seed shall be delivered to the job
site in bags with Florida Department of Agriculture tags attached indicating the
quality control program.
5. Ground cover used in lieu of grss shall be planted so as to present a finished
appearance and reasonably complete coverage within three (3) months of
installation.
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6. Vines shall be a minimum of thirty (30) inches in height at planting and may be

used in conjunction with fences, screens, or walls.

7. Natural mulch shall be designed and installed in all planting areas to a depth of

two (2) to three (3) inches. The type of mulch shall be specified on the landscape
plan. Use of an artificial mulch shall not be permissible within required planting
areas. Cypress mulch is strongly discouraged. Mulches are typically wood bark
chips, wood grindings, pine straw, nut shells, small gravel, and shredded landscape
clippings. Mulch is not required in identified annual beds. Mulch rings should
extend to at least three (3) feet around freestanding trees and shrubs. All mulch
should be renewed periodically. Mulches should be kept six (6) inches away from
any portion of a building or structure, or trunks of trees. Plastic sheeting and other
impervious materials shall not be used under mulched areas.
8. Retention of native and drought tolerant species is preferred. At least fifty (50)
percent of the required plants installed in landscaped buffers, landscaped parking
areas, and for replacement shall be native species.
9. At least fifty (50) percent of the required trees installed in landscaped buffers,
landscaped parking areas, and to meet tree planting requirements shall be
canopy shade trees. Existing trees, other than invasive or prohibited species, which
are four (4) five(5) inches DBH or larger, and shrubs may be counted toward
meeting the requirements for landscaped buffers, landscaped parking areas, and
tree retention.
10. Trees shall be a minimum of four (4) two and a half (2.5) inches DBH and no less
than eight (8) feet tall at the time of installation. Trees shall not be planted closer
than three (3) feet from the edge of any impervious area. Planted trees must be a
species with an average mature spread of at least twenty (20) feet, or they must
be grouped so as to create a crown spread of at least twenty (20) feet.

PAGE 9
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS PREPARED FOR OCTOBER 2015 PAB CONSIDERATION

FERNANDINA BEACH LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
SITE DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
CHAPTERS 1-4-11

UNDERLINED = LANGUAGE ADDED
STRIKE THRU = LANGUAGE REMOVED OR RELOCATED TO A DIFFERENT SECTION
__________ = ORIGINAL CHANGES PROPOSED AND REVIEWED AT SEPT 2015 PAB MEETING
__________ = CHANGES BASED ON COMMENTS RCVD FOLLOWING SEPT 2015 PAB MEETING

Example:

11. When palm trees are used to satisfy minimum landscape requirements, two (2)

three (3) palm trees shall count as one (1) canopy shade tree. Palm trees must be a
minimum of 8feet tall at time of installation.
12. Canopy Shade trees shall not be installed under any overhead utility line, over
any buried utilities, or within a utility easement.
13. Where utilities conflict with proposed plantings, trees shall be selected from a list
provided by the City. Where underground utilities conflict with proposed plantings,
tree placement shall be a minimum of ten feet from the underground utility and a
root barrier of two (2) feet deep shall be installed.
C. Specific requirements for drought tolerant or xeriscape landscape materials
1. All development for which landscaping is required by Section 4.05.00 shall comply
with the xeriscape requirements set forth in Table 4.05.03(C). The selected design
options listed below and the accompanying points necessary to meet the following
xeriscape requirements shall be clearly tabulated on the landscape plan.
2. A minimum of fifty (50) points shall be accumulated by choosing from the following
table of design options. As used in Table 4.05.03(C), "list" means the list of
drought tolerant species set forth in the SJRWMD edition of the Xeriscape Plant
Guide.
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Table 4.05.03(C). Design Options for Xeriscape Landscaping
Design
Standard
Points
Feature
Irrigation Moisture sensing controller other than rain switch
5
Landscape plan depicts low, moderate, and high water usage
5
zones and grouping of plants into hydrozones
Grass
25% to 50% of the grass areas use drought tolerant species
5
51% or more of the grass areas use drought tolerant species
10
Less than 50% 75% of the landscaped area contains sod
10
Compacted mulched planting beds at least 3” deep are used in
10
all planting areas except ground cover
Shrubs
25% to 50% of the required shrubs are drought tolerant species
5
51% or more of the required shrubs are drought tolerant species
10
Trees
25% to 50% of the required trees are drought tolerant species
5
51% or more of the required trees are drought tolerant species
10
25% increase over the required number of canopy shade trees
5
in vehicular use areas, provided that the planting area is large
enough to ensure that the additional trees will thrive
50% increase over the required number of canopy shade trees
10
in vehicular use areas, provided that the planting area is large
enough to ensure that the additional trees will thrive
D. Installation
1. All required landscaping installed pursuant to this section shall be installed
according to accepted horticultural practice.
2. Trees may not need to be staked if appropriate canopy to root ratio is achieved.
However,Ttrees shall be properly guyed, braced, and/or staked at the time of
planting to ensure establishment of the tree and erect growth, as specified by the
landscape designer or architect and compliant with the ISA staking and guying
guidelines. Nail staking or other methods that cause cosmetic or biological damage
to the tree are prohibited. Trees shall be re-staked within twenty-four (24) hours in
the event of a failure in the staking or guying. Stakes shall be removed not later
than twelve (12) months after installation. All areas where trees are to be planted
shall be excavated to the width and depth of the rootball with the upper twelve
(12) inches excavated to at least three (3) times the width of the rootball prior to
being backfilled with the required topsoil mix.
3. CanopyShade trees shall be provided with at least 400 250 square feet of
planting area per tree.
4. Understory trees shall be provided with at least 200 100 square feet of planting
area.
5. Landscaped areas shall be protected from vehicular encroachment by car stops,
curbs, or other appropriate means.
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6. Trees shall be installed a minimum of five (5) three (3) feet from a paved area. A

root barrier shall be required prior to installation of replacement trees.

7. Landscaped areas shall be provided with an irrigation system of sufficient

capacity to maintain the landscaping in a healthy growing condition. All irrigation
systems shall be designed, installed, and maintained in such a manner as not to be
a nuisance to adjacent properties and uses and to the general public. Irrigation
systems shall include moisture sensors.
8. Irrigation systems shall be designed to “Standards and Specifications for Turf and
Landscape Irrigation Systems”, Fifth Edition, 2005, Florida Irrigation Society, Inc
and as subsequently amended.
9. 8.Xeriscape areas must have a readily available water supply to provide
temporary irrigation until plantings are established.
10. 9.Natural areas and native vegetation left undisturbed by development may be
excluded from the irrigation system.
E. Maintenance requirements
1. All plantings shall be continually maintained in an attractive and healthy condition.
Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, watering, tilling, fertilizing and
spraying, mowing, weeding, removal of litter and dead plant material, and
necessary pruning and trimming.
2. Required plants that become diseased or die shall be replaced not later than
three (3) months following the loss of the plant.
3. Replacement trees shall be maintained and warranted to survive for a period of
one(1) year from installation. Trees which do not survive one (1) year must be
replaced with new trees of the same size. Replacement trees shall comply with the
same maintenance and replacement warranty as the original replacement tree(s)
and the warranty period will restart at the date of planting.
4. All trees may be pruned to maintain shape and promote their shade-giving
qualities and to remove diseased or dying portions in areas where falling limbs
could be a hazard. The property owner is responsible for the maintenance of all
required landscaping in a healthy, thriving condition. Trees shall be pruned only as
necessary to promote healthy growth or to avoid power lines. Trees shall not be
severely pruned or "hatracked," “lionstailed,” or “topped” in order to permanently
maintain growth at a reduced height. Pruning shall comply with current National
Arborists' Society International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) standards. No more
than 20% of the crown shall be removed within a one (1)-year period.
5. Fertilizers: It shall be the goal of each landscape plan to select plant materials
capable of thriving without regular fertilizer application, with exception of palms
which need quarterly fertilizer to avoid nutrient deficiencies.
6. Pesticides: It shall be the goal of each landscape plan to establish an Integrated
Pest Management approach and reduce or eliminate the need for pesticide
application.

PAGE 12
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS PREPARED FOR OCTOBER 2015 PAB CONSIDERATION

FERNANDINA BEACH LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
SITE DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
CHAPTERS 1-4-11

UNDERLINED = LANGUAGE ADDED
STRIKE THRU = LANGUAGE REMOVED OR RELOCATED TO A DIFFERENT SECTION
__________ = ORIGINAL CHANGES PROPOSED AND REVIEWED AT SEPT 2015 PAB MEETING
__________ = CHANGES BASED ON COMMENTS RCVD FOLLOWING SEPT 2015 PAB MEETING

4.05.04 Requirements for Landscapeing Plans
A. A landscaping plan shall be provided to demonstrate compliance with the standards
of this section and prepared in accordance with all applicable Florida Statutes.
Landscaping plans shall utilize the principles for creating a Florida Friendly landscape,
utilize native drought tolerant plant materials to conserve water, avoid invasive exotic
species, reduce need for fertilizers, and establish integrated pest management to
reduce or eliminate pesticide use. The use of plant material, site design techniques,
and planting design techniques which enhance wildlife habitat benefits is strongly
encouraged. The publication “Planting a Refuge for Wildlife,” available from the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, may be used as a guide.
B. The landscape plan shall include the following elements:
1. The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, as well as the
registered landscape architect or landscape designer.
2. A plan showing the location, size, description, and specifications of landscaping,
grade of plantings, mulch specifications, landscape area protection structures (e.g.,
curbs and planters), number of interior parking spaces, and perimeter and interior
landscape area plantings, existing trees and planting areas. The plan shall
illustrate the proposed irrigation hydrozones. The plan shall also include property
boundaries and dimensions, existing and proposed structures, pools, walks, patios,
vehicular use areas, lot orientation, utility services, light poles, pad-mounted
transformers, fire hydrants, existing and proposed elevations, and any other
factors affecting the proposed use of the property (including the land use and
zoning of adjacent properties).
3. New landscape plans shall account for plant watering needs and group plants into
“hydrozones.” Hydrozones and their corresponding irrigation category shall be
identified on the landscape plan.
C. Existing plant materials, other than invasive species, may be counted toward meeting
the landscaping requirements set forth in this section. (RELOCATED TO POLICY
4.05.05)
D. Except within the Central Business District (CBD)/ C-3 zoned properties, at least twenty
(20) percent of the total gross land area of a development site shall be landscaped.
The landscaped areas shall be located on the site in such manner as to maximize
preservation of existing trees with priority given to specimen trees. RELOCATED
POLICY TO 4.05.06
E. RELOCATED POLICY TO 4.05.05 Single-family and two-family development shall
include, at a minimum, one (1) canopy tree for every 2,500 square feet of lot area or
fraction thereof. At least one (1) trees shall be located in the front yard and at least
one (1) trees shall be located in the rear yard. Tree identification and placement shall
be shown on a site plan but shall not be required to meet the requirements of
4.05.04(A) above.
F. RELOCATED POLICY TO 4.05.05 Multi-family residential development sites shall meet
the following standards, in addition to the requirements set forth in Section 4.05.04(A)
above:
1. There shall be not less than one (1) canopy tree for each 1,500 square feet, or
fraction thereof, of development site.
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2. There shall be a planting area not less than ten (10) feet in width between the

building walls and parking areas. Landscape materials shall be provided as
follows:
a. One (1) tree for every 200 square feet of planting area or fraction
thereof;
b. At least fifty (50) percent of the trees shall be canopy shade trees; and
c. A continuous hedge shall be placed along the building walls.
3. There shall be a planting area not less than ten (10) feet in width between an
abutting right-of-way and parking areas. Landscape materials shall meet the
following standards:
a. One (1) tree shall be provided for every 250 square feet of planting area or
fraction thereof;
b. At least seventy-five (75) percent of the trees shall be canopy trees;
c. A continuous hedge or a berm, at least three (3) feet in height, shall be
provided; and
d. The entire site, outside of the planting areas immediately surrounding the trees
and shrubs, shall contain grass or ground cover.
G. RELOCATED POLICY TO 4.05.06 Nonresidential development shall provide one (1)
canopy shade tree for each 1,500 1,250 square feet of gross site area, or fraction
thereof.
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4.05.05

Minimum Landscape Requirements for Residential Development
It is the intent of this section to provide minimum landscaping requirements for
residential development. Existing plant materials, other than invasive species, may be
counted toward meeting the landscaping requirements set forth in this section
(RELOCATED POLICY FROM 4.05.04(C).
A. Single-family and Two-family Residential Development(RELOCATED POLICIES
FROM SECTION 4.05.04(E+F)
Single-family and two-family development shall include, at a minimum, one (1) canopy
shade tree for every 2,500 square feet of lot area or fraction thereof. At least one
(1) two (2) trees shall be located in the front yard and at least one (1) two (2) trees
shall be located in the rear yard. Tree identification and placement shall be shown on
a site plan but shall not be required to meet the requirements of 4.05.04(A) above.
B. Multi-family Residential Development
Multi-family residential development sites shall meet the following standards, in
addition to the requirements set forth in Section 4.05.04(A) above:
1. There shall be not less than one (1) canopy shade tree for each 1,500 square feet,
or fraction thereof, of development site. There shall be a planting area not less
than ten (10) feet in width between the building walls and parking areas.
Landscape materials shall be provided as follows:
a. One (1) tree for every 200 square feet of planting area or fraction thereof;
b. At least fifty (50) percent of the trees shall be canopy shade trees; and
c. A continuous hedge shall be placed along the building walls.
2. There shall be a planting area not less than ten (10) feet in width between an
abutting right-of-way and parking areas. Landscape materials shall meet the
following standards:
a. One (1) tree shall be provided for every 250 square feet of planting area or
fraction thereof;
b. At least seventy-five (75) percent of the trees shall be canopy shade trees;
c. A continuous hedge or a berm with native plantings, at least three (3) feet in
height, shall be provided; and
d. The entire site, outside of the planting areas immediately surrounding the trees
and shrubs, shall contain grass or ground cover.

4.05.06 Non-Residential and Mixed Use Development
A. Minimum Landscaped Area(relocated policy from section 4.05.04(D)
At least twenty (20) percent of the total gross land area of a development site
shall be landscaped except within the Central Business District/ C-3 zoned
properties where a minimum of 10% of the total gross land area shall be
landscaped. New construction and The landscaped areas shall be located on the
site in such manner as to maximize preservation of existing trees with priority given
to specimen trees. Minimum landscaped area requirements may be achieved
through use planters and rooftop gardens. Planting areas which fulfill landscape
design strategies located within public rights-of-way shall count towards the
minimum planting area, if installed and paid for by the developer or property
owner.
B. Minimum Tree Planting(relocated policy from section 4.05.04(G)
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Nonresidential development shall provide one (1) canopy shade tree for each
1,500 square feet of gross site area, or fraction thereof.
4.05.07.06. Parking Lot Landscaping
A. Intent: It is the intent of this section to promote vehicular and pedestrian safety; limit
physical site access to established points of ingress and egress; delineate and buffer the
bounds of abutting vehicular use areas so that distractions of movement, noise and glare
from one area do not adversely affect the activity in another area; break up large
expanses of pavement; and to reduce heat island effect within the vehicular use areas of
a site.
B. A. Off-Street Parking: All off-street parking lots with six (6) or more required parking
spaces and vehicular use areas (access driveways, service drives, and loading areas) are
required to include landscaping. Required parking lot landscaping shall be in addition to
requirements for protection of existing trees.
C. Perimeter Landscaping:
4. A landscaped area not less than ten (10) feet in width, exclusive of impervious
area, using vertical layering of landscape materials shall be located around the
perimeter of the parking lot in order to provide visual screening from the right-ofway. Perimeter landscape area requirements shall not apply to shared vehicular
access areas or to the portion of the perimeter areas where physical
interconnections exist.
5. When perimeter landscape areas are required on adjacent properties, the owners
of such adjacent properties may agree to the installation of only one such
landscape area on the adjacent boundary, as long as such agreement is binding
on both property owners and their successors in the interest and is approved as
part of the site plan review process.
6. 2. Where the parking lot is in a side or rear yard and a buffer “C” or “D” is
provided pursuant to Section 4.05.05, the buffer shall satisfy the requirement for
providing landscaping between the parking lot and the abutting street.
7. Where a buffer “A” or “B” is required pursuant to Section 4.05.05, the
landscaped area shall also include a continuous unbroken hedge, planted in a
double-staggered row to form a solid visual screen within one (1) year of planting.
8. An access, not exceeding four (4) feet in width, may be provided through the
buffer to an adjacent sidewalk public street or sidewalk.
9. One (1) canopy tree shall be installed for each 400 square feet of required
planting area. Trees within the perimeter landscaped area shall be determined
using a ratio of one (1) tree for each 20 linear feet of required landscape
perimeter area, or major portion thereof, with no less than 75% of said trees
being shade trees. Creative design and spacing is encouraged
10. A visual screen is required within perimeter landscape areas, running the entire
length of such areas excluding areas of ingress and egress. The visual screen may
be provided using:
a. Shrubs or Ornamental Grasses. Shrubs or Ornamental Grasses shall
be spaced a minimum of three feet to a maximum of six feet on center
dependent on the inherent growth of the species. Creative design and
spacing is encouraged.
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D.

b. Contoured berms or embankments. Contoured berms or embankments
shall be a minimum of twenty-four (24) inches in height, measured from
the adjacent parking surface level, at the time of planting and
landscaped appropriately.
c. Plant material must be non-deciduous for full year round screening.
Interior Parking Lot Landscaping:
1. Planting areas within parking lots and vehicular use areas shall equal not less
than ten (10) percent of the gross area devoted to vehicular use. The perimeter
landscaping shall not count toward meeting the required interior landscaping.
2. Interior planting areas shall be located in tree islands, at the end of parking
bays, and between rows of parking spaces. There shall be not more than ten
(10) contiguous parking spaces (or twenty (20) parking spaces in a double
row) between planting areas.
a. Planting areas may also be located within driveway medians, provided
the median is a minimum of twelve (12) feet wide.
b. (RELOCATED FROM SECTION 4.05.07(D)(7)) One (1) canopy shade
tree shall be installed for each 400 square feet of required planting
area. Alternatively, a minimum of two, three-inch or three, two-inch,
caliper shade trees together with other landscape material shall be
planted within each required planting area. Spacing shall be no closer
than fifteen (15) feet on center and no greater than eighteen (18) feet
on center.
3. Interior planting areas shall be located to effectively accommodate
stormwater runoff, as well as to provide shade in large expanses of paved
areas. Use of swales, vegetated filter strips, and bioretention areas (rain
gardens) shall be incorporated into the overall stormwater plan, grading plan,
and landscape strategy for the entire parking area. Plant species should be
selected based on their ability to tolerate urban stresses such as expected
pollutant loadings, highly variable soil moisture conditions, ponding water
fluctuations, and Soil pH and texture.
4. If stabilized grass parking is utilized, the parking spaces shall be delineated
with parking stops and the required landscape islands with trees and stubs
installed to break up rows of ten (10) consecutive parking spaces.
5. The design of interior landscaped areas shall comply with the specifications set
forth in Section 4.05.03 and 7.01.04(C).
6. A continuous curb or other means of protection shall be provided to prevent
injury to vegetation within the planting areas.
a. The cCurbs shall be designed to allow percolation of water to the root
systems of the plants. Where existing trees are preserved, tree wells,
tree islands, or a continuous curb shall be installed to protect the trunk
and root system from damage. A drainage system shall be provided
within the area defined by the drip line of the tree(s).
b. Vehicle stops or other design features shall be used to prevent parked
vehicles from overhanging more than two (2) feet into any landscape
area.
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Example:
7. One (1) canopy shade tree shall be installed for each 400 square feet of
required planting area (RELOCATED TO SECTION 4.05.07(D)(2)(b)
E. In order to allow for flexibility and creativity in design standards, hedges may be
replaced or interrupted in areas which provide for a decorative wall and berms and other
creative landscape features, and landscape materials may be clustered so long as the
parking area remains screened from the public right-of-way and adjacent private
property, as set forth in Section 4.05.06 4.05.12.
4.05.08
Freestanding Sign Landscaping
A. All monument signs shall have shrubbery or flowers planted around the perimeter of
the sign. Signs shall be located so as to provide both adequate visibility from the
public rights-of-way and to preserve protected trees.
B. If a freestanding sign cannot be shifted to allow the required room for perimeter
plantings between the sign and the parking area without obscuring visibility to the
sign, then the City shall allow a five (5) foot radius from the base of the freestanding
sign in which lower accent plantings are allowed in lieu of perimeter plantings.
4.05.09
Mechanical Equipment Screening Plantings
Structures such as dumpster enclosures, mechanical equipment, backflow preventers, wells,
pumps, tanks, buffer walls, HVAC units, transformers, lift stations, utility cabinets, electrical
panels, or cable television equipment shall be fully screened with planting beds in areas
visible from the public rights-of-way.
A. The height of such screening shall be a minimum of 30 inches at the time of installation.
B. (THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES ARE RELOCTED SECTION FROM 4.05.05(H)) Required
access ways to these utilities are exempt from the screening provisions. Other uses
which require high visibility and easy access, such as fire hydrants, public and
emergency telephones, mail boxes, and school bus shelters/benches, are exempt from
these provisions.
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4.05.10
Retention and Detention Ponds
Stormwater retention/detention ponds shall be naturally shaped (without geometric
straight sides) and shall meet the following minimum requirements:
A. All wet detention ponds shall incorporate a combination of aquatic and non-aquatic
native plants to completely surround the perimeter to filter runoff of fertilizers,
herbicides, and pesticides.
B. Wet detention ponds shall incorporate, at a minimum, a littoral zone or a littoral zone
alternative Per Chapter 40C-42, Florida Administrative Code.
4.05.07 11.
Requirements for Street Trees
A. Trees planted near the street curb line or within swales near the curb line of streets are
called street trees. Trees planted in a median between traffic lanes are also called
street trees. Street trees are intended to provide:
1. Security to pedestrians crossing wide streets;
2. A screen for drivers from headlight glare of oncoming traffic;
3. Blockage of direct sun into the eyes of drivers, especially commuters traveling east
and west;
4. An indication of the course of the roadway in the distance; and
5. A protective barricade to head-on collisions with out-of-control vehicles which cross
into the median.
B. In all subdivisions and any other developments involving the creation of new streets,
street trees shall be planted in the rights-of-way or a median, unless it is determined
that a conflict exists between trees and utilities located in the rights-of-way or site
distances are not incompliance with sound and generally accepted engineering
practices and principles. In such cases, the street trees shall be planted outside of the
rights-of-way.
C. If street trees are located to be outside of the rights-of-way, trees shall be planted no
farther than five feet outside the right-of-way line, and shall be perpetually
maintained. Street plantings shall be in accordance with minimum planting standards.
D. Buffer plantings consistent with LDC Section 4.05.12 (E) – (G) shall be established to
surround new residential subdivisions.
E. Street trees planted to meet requirements of this section must be shade trees, and shall
be planted at a rate of one (1) tree for every 50 feet of site/lot frontage along the
right-of-way or every 30 feet on center in medians. If planted medians and/or cul-desac islands are provided with trees, street trees along the outside of the roadway are
not required. Use of understory trees are permitted in lieu of shade trees as
determined to be practical because of overhead utility lines or other infrastructure
conflicts, may be permitted at a rate of one (1) tree for every 25 feet of site/lot
frontage along the right-of-way. Preserved or retained trees on-site shall count
towards satisfying this requirement in newly established residential subdivisions.
F. A root barrier shall be installed for all street trees to avoid future root conflicts.
G. B.Street trees are not required. However, a A majority of the property owners
abutting any street may request the establishment of an arbor street. An arbor street
is one determined by the City to be suitable for extensive planting of street trees.
Requests shall be writing and submitted to the City. Required information includes:
1. Designation of the areas proposed for street trees on a planting plan;
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2. Agreement from property owners for trees to be planted adjacent to or on their

properties; and

3. Commitment from property owners to provide care and maintenance of the street

trees.
F. Trimming of street trees by adjacent property owners is permitted, provided that all work
adheres to National Arborists Society International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
standards and no more than 20% of the tree canopy is removed within a one (1)- year
period. No trees authorized pursuant to the arbor street agreement shall be removed
without obtaining a tree removal permit, according to the requirements of Chapter 11.
4.05.05.12 Buffer Requirements
A. The use of properly landscaped and maintained buffer areas can reduce the potential
incompatibility of adjacent land uses, maintain open space, protect established
residential neighborhoods, and enhance community identity. In order to minimize
negative effects between adjacent zoning districts, this section requires that a
landscaped buffer area to be provided. The separation of land uses and the provision
of landscaping along public rights-of-way through a buffer are designed to minimize
potential nuisances, and to enhance community beautification.
B. Four (4) types of buffers are provided, as set forth in Table 4.05.0512(B).
Table 4.05. 05.12 (B). Types and Plant Requirements for Buffers
Buffer Type
Minimum Width
Required Plants per 100 Linear Feet of
(ft.)
Property Line
A
10
Two (2) understory trees
B
15
Four (4) understory trees
C
15
Two (2) canopy shade trees
Four (4) understory trees
Continuous unbroken hedge, planted in a
double-staggered row to form a solid visual
screen within one (1) year of planting
D
20
Four (4) canopy shade trees
Four (4) understory trees
A solid masonry wall at least four (4) feet
high with a continuous unbroken hedge,
planted in a double-staggered row to form
a solid visual screen within one (1) year of
planting, planted on the outside of the wall
on the side of least intensity.
C. A buffer shall be required between zoning districts according to the standards set
forth in Table 4.05. 05.12 (C). The existence of a road along a property boundary
shall not be construed as meeting any part of the buffer requirement, nor as relieving
the applicant from providing the required buffer.
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PI-1

W-1

I-W

IA

I-1

C-3

C-2

C-1

MU-1

OT-2

OT-1

R-3

R-2

R-1

R1-G

R-E

Zoning
District
of Proposed
Development
R-E
No Buffer Required
R1-G
No Buffer Required
R-1
No Buffer Required
RLM
No Buffer Required
R-2
No Buffer Required
R-3
A
A
A
A
N
N
N
A
N
N
N
B
B
B
B
N
OT-1
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
A
N
N
N
B
B
B
B
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
A
N
N
N
B
B
B
B
N
OT-2
MU-1
B
B
B
B
A
A
N
N
N
A
A
B
B
C
C
A
C-1
C
C
C
C
B
B
B
A
N
N
N
B
B
B
B
N
C-2
C
C
C
C
B
B
B
B
N
N
N
B
B
B
B
N
C-3
C
C
C
C
B
B
B
B
N
N
N
A
A
A
A
N
I-1
N
N
N
A
N
N
N
A
N
A
A
N
N
N
N
N
Downtown
I-A Airport
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
N
D
D
D
I-1 Mills
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
N
N
N
N
N
I-W
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
C
C
N
N
N
N
C
W-1
See Specific Standards in Section 4.03.03 8.01.02
PI-1
C
C
C
C
B
B
B
A
N
N
N
B
B
B
B
N
CON
No Buffer Required
REC
No Buffer Required
N = No buffer required
D. Properties abutting the Amelia Island Parkway are required to maintain a 15 foot
landscaped buffer. The area between preserved and planted trees can be
supplemented with native or naturalized shrubs to provide screening adjacent to any
parking areas.
E. Buffer plantings are required to create vertical layers of plant material in repeating
patterns. The examples provided describe vertical layering of plants in the landscape
through staggered heights, with low plants in the front interconnecting plant massing
layers with taller plants in the back.

CON

Table 4.05. 05.12 (C). Buffer Requirements between Zoning Districts.
ADJACENT ZONING DISTRICT

N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
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Examples:

Credit: Gail Hansen, University of Florida IFAS Extension, EP449

Credit: Gail Hansen, University of Florida IFAS Extension, EP449
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F. A fence or wall included in a buffer screen shall be constructed with the side of the

fence or wall with the finished appearance facing the use of lesser intensity or rightsof-way.
G. An opening through a buffer area may be provided to facilitate pedestrian or
vehicular traffic between developments.
H. Buffer requirements for utilities and public facilities and structures
Above ground utilities and accessories to underground utilities which require above
ground installation shall be buffered by a continuous planting of shrubs, with a
minimum mature height equal to that of the structure, or a maximum height of six (6)
feet. Required access ways to these utilities are exempt from the screening provisions.
Other uses which require high visibility and easy access, such as fire hydrants, public
and emergency telephones, mail boxes, and school bus shelters/benches, are exempt
from these provisions. (PORTIONS ARE RELOCATED TO NEW SECTION 4.05.10)
I. H. Permitted use of buffer area
1.
A buffer may be used for passive recreation and picnic facilities. It may
contain pedestrian paths or bike trails, provided that the path or trail is
not paved. These paths may cross a required continuous hedge provided
that openings to allow such crossing points shall be a maximum of six (6)
feet in width and shall be spaced not less than 100 feet apart.
2.
Except along the Amelia Island Parkway, a buffer may incorporate water
resources including stormwater detention/retention facilities. However, a
minimum of ten (10) feet width of the buffer shall be preserved as a
planting area without stormwater facilities.
3.
Ingress and egress to the proposed development and utilities may cross
the buffer provided they minimize the amount of buffer devoted to this
use. Ingress and egress shall not be subtracted from the linear dimensions
used to determine the minimum amount of landscaping required.
4.
The buffer area may be included as part of the calculation of any
required open space or as part of the required front, side, or rear yard.
5.
Identification signs as specifically allowable pursuant to Section 5.03.00.
6.
Except along the Amelia Island Parkway, street Llighting may be
incorporated in to the buffer area.
J. I. Prohibited use of buffer area.
A buffer area shall not be used for any building, parking, storage, or loading area.
4.05.08 4.05.13 Hardship Relief
A. Where a landowner is unduly burdened by the strict application of this chapter, said
landowner may apply in writing to the community development department director
for hardship relief. (Note: A prime example where hardship relief might be applied is
the C-3 Zoning District, Central Business District portion of the Historic District.)
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4.05.09 4.05.14 Tree Protection Requirements
A. Intent: The intent of this section is to provide standards and regulations that will to
ensure a minimum number of trees on any lot or parcel, protect and preserve native
tree species, protect and preserve the natural landscape, foster and encourage
maintenance of natural vegetation, and minimize loss of trees to development. It is the
intent of the City that:
1. There shall be no net loss of trees canopy within the City;
2. Preservation of the City’s existing canopy is achieved by managing the impact of
development and preventing unreasonable or unnecessary damage to the
community’s existing native tree canopy and vegetative understory;
3. The diversity of tree species indigenous to Amelia Island shall be maintained;
4. Existing mature growth native trees important to the City’s tree canopy are
protected and maintained to the fullest extent possible;
5. Structures and all impervious surfaces will be placed in such a way as to protect
the survivability and substantial growth of the healthiest native shade trees on the
property;
6. The natural environment is preserved, enhanced, and restored through the
protection and establishment of native trees and existing natural systems for the
enjoyment of present and future populations; and
7. Achieving greater energy conservation by maximizing the shading and cooling
effects of existing native, healthy trees and native replacement trees;
8. The health and well-being of Fernandina Beach residents and visitors is protected
by providing shade and otherwise moderating potential dangerous summer
temperatures; and
9. 6.The unique aesthetic character of the City is preserved, enhanced, or restored.
B. Permitting Requirements: Protected Trees are any existing, healthy tree having a five
(5) inch DBH, or greater and not identified on the most recent Florida Exotic Pest Plant
Council Invasive Plant list (Category I or II) Protected trees are existing, healthy trees
which are five (5) inches DBH or greater and are not on the list of prohibited or
invasive trees set forth in Table 4.05.03(A)(3). A tree removal permit is required for
the removal of any protected tree, except as set forth below. There shall be three
categories of exemptions or partial exemptions, as follows:
1. Exemption from permit, permit fee and replacement requirements:
a. Trees and landscaping specifically grown as landscape material for
resale by duly approved and licensed plant nurseries and botanical
gardens.
b. Damaged or hazardous trees during and for a one (1) month period following
a declared emergency disaster.
c. Minor maintenance activities such as removal of sucker growth, water sprouts,
and overhanging branches on mature trees. All work shall be performed in
compliance with the current ISA Arborist standards and best practices.
2. Exemption from fee and replacement requirements. A permit shall be required for
removal of the following trees, however, removal of these shall be exempt from
the permit fee and replacement and replacement plan requirements of this article
as follows unless the removal of such tree results in the property not achieving the
City’s minimum landscape standards as specified in LDC Sections 4.05.05:
a. Any tree other than a protected or heritage tree;
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b. Trees damaged by disease, fire, windstorm, lightning, insect infestation or
other acts of nature, which pose an imminent danger to life, or property or
other protected trees; The administrative official may require a written
certification of the need to remove such a tree or trees, at the property
owner’s expense, from an ISA certified Arborist prior to authorizing such a
removal.
c. Removal of trees (thinning) within a forested area in order to reduce
overcrowding and competition and to promote the health, growth, and
resistance to stress may be permitted only when accompanied by written
certification of the need to remove such tree(s) at the property owner’s
expense, from an ISA certified Arborist prior to authorizing such removal.
d.. c. Major and minor maintenance of trees located adjacent to utility lines; and
e. d. Removal of trees by the City on City rights of way.
f. The tree prevents access to a lot and no feasible alternative access points exist.
(RELOCATED FROM SECTION4.05.09D)
3. Partial Exemptions from replacement requirements for site development. A permit
and permit fee shall be required for removal of the following protected trees for
purposes of site development provided that mitigation requirements have been
met through either on-site retention of existing healthy native trees or through the
planting of replacement trees required as follows: however, removal of these shall
be partially exempt from the replacement and replacement plan requirements of
this article as follows:
a. For one- and two-family residential properties: eEighty (80) percent of the
total DBH of the protected trees shall be exempt from replacement., however,
rReplacement of twenty (20) of the total DBH of the protected trees located
within the area of the building footprint, or within five (5) feet thereof, to be
constructed on the property, when such improvements have been authorized by
a duly approved and issued building permit shall be required.
b. For affordable housing units, the City Manager or designee is authorized to
issue an administrative waiver pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter
10.
c. For commercial non-residential and other mixed use or multi-family residential
properties: the exemption shall apply to sSeventy-five (75) percent of the total
DBH of the protected trees shall be exempt from replacement. located within
the area of the impervious improvements, or within five (5) feet thereof, to be
constructed on the property, when such improvements have been authorized by
a duly approved and issued building permit. Replacement of twenty-five (25)
percent of the total DBH of protected trees located within the area of the
impervious improvements, or within five (5) feet thereof, to be constructed on
the property, when such improvements have been authorized by a duly
approved and issued building permit shall be required.
C. Tree Survey or Inventory: All protected trees shall be shown on a tree survey or a
tree inventory prepared by a certified arborist, submitted with an application for a
tree removal permit or with an application for development approval as set forth in
Chapter 11.
D. One (1) or more of the following criteria shall be met for removal of a protected
tree:
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1. The tree is a hazard to traffic, public utilities, existing buildings, or structures;
2. The tree is injured, diseased, or insect-infested such that it is a hazard to people,

structures, or other trees; or
3. The tree prevents access to a lot and no feasible alternative access points exist.
Contained as part of sub-section B.
E. Replacement trees Requirements:
1. When authorization has been granted to remove protected trees, replacement
trees shall be planted. The combined DBH of replacement trees shall equal or
exceed the combined DBH of trees authorized for removal subject to any
preservation credits that are available due to from the preservation retention of
protected trees on the site. Preservation credits are set forth in Section 4.05. 0914
(E)(5).
2. Replacement trees shall meet the standards set forth in Section 4.05.03, and shall
be balled and burlapped or container-grown.
3. Protected trees authorized for removal may be relocated to locations that comply
compliant with the specifications set forth in Section 4.05.03 and approved by the
City Manager or designee.
4. An applicant shall be permitted to pay a fee to the City Tree Replacement Fund
for up to fifty (50) percent of the cumulative DBH of protected trees removed, less
the credits accumulated from preservation of trees on the site. The fee will be set
by resolution of the City Commission and will be based on the average cost for the
City to replace the tree with the same species, excluding invasive species, the fiscal
year in which the permit is issued.
F. Preservation Credits
(RELOCATED FROM SECTION 4.05.06 REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL
LANDSCAPE –NEW LANGUAGE PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED)
1. On-site retention of native, healthy trees shall receive benefit of tree preservation
credits to reduce the overall tree replacement requirements as follows:
a. Trees equaling 8” – 13” shall receive a 1.5x credit
b. Trees equaling 14”-20” shall receive a 2x credit
c. Trees equaling 20” or greater shall receive a 3x credit
In order to qualify for on-site tree preservation credits, each tree proposed for
retention must be evaluated by a certified arborist to ensure that the tree is
healthy and compatible with the proposed development of the site.
2. Applicants will receive a preservation credits for retaining protected trees on the
site. These credits shall only be applied towards tree replacement requirements
created by the removal of protected trees as set forth in 4.05.0914(B)(3). These
credits may be transferred only on unified multiple lot developments.
3. Preservation credits for the total DBH of protected trees retained on the site will
be applied during the review of the replacement plan.
G. Protection of Trees During Development Activities:
1. Protective measures are required during site development in order to assure the
health and survival of protected trees. Storage of construction materials or fill dirt
is expressly prohibited within the tree protection area. Protective measures are
required to avoid:
a. Mechanical injuries to roots, trunk, and branches;
b. Injuries by chemical poisoning;
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c. Injuries by grade changes;
d. Injuries by excavations; and
e. Injuries by paving.
2. A tree protection zone shall be established around each protected tree(s) as
follows:
a. If the drip line is less than six (6) feet from the trunk of the tree, the zone shall
be that area within a radius of six (6) feet around the tree.
b. If the drip line is more than six (6) feet from the trunk of the tree, but less than
twenty (20) feet, the zone shall be that area within a radius of the full drip line
around the tree.
c. If the drip line is twenty (20) feet or more from the trunk of the tree, the zone
shall be that area within a radius of twenty (20) feet around the tree.
d. Prior to commencement of construction, the tree protection area shall be
enclosed and installed as required in the detail provided and described
herein. The tree protection barricade shall be at least three (3) feet tall. The
barrier shall consist of either a wood fence with 2x4 posts placed at a
maximum of eight (8) feet apart, with a 2x4 minimum top rail, or a temporary
wire mesh fence, chain link or other similar barrier which limits access to the
protected area. The fence must remain in place through the duration of
construction activities. Beyond the dripline of the canopy, a 3” mulch bed shall
be established to avoid compaction from heavy machinery. Trenching close to
a preserved tree on-site must be done by hand or air spading only. Preserved
trees that may have root impacts resulting from the surrounding development
shall be handled through hand cut root pruning practices only. Root ripping
equipment is not permitted.
e. An exception shall be granted if the required protection zone prohibits access
to the site. Consultation with a certified arborist is required to determine a
proper access plan and provide measures to ensure protection of the tree
during construction activities.
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3. All development activities, except those specifically permitted by Section
4.05.0914(F)(5 4), shall be prohibited within the tree protection zone, including
any construction of buildings, structures, paving surfaces, stormwater retention or
detention ponds, and temporary construction activities, including all digging,
storage of construction material, and parking of construction vehicles.
4. Prior to the commencement of construction, the tree protection zone shall be
enclosed within a fence or similar barrier as follows:
a. Wooden posts, at least one and one-half (1½) by three and one-half (3½)
inches, shall be implanted in the ground deep enough to be stable and with at
least three (3) feet visible above ground.
b. The wooden posts shall be placed not more than six (6) feet apart, and shall
be linked together by a rope or chain.
4. 5. Permitted activities within the tree protection zone:
a. Excavating or trenching by utilities service providers for installation of
underground utilities. Underground utilities shall be no closer to the tree than
ten (10) feet.
b. Placement of sod or other ground covers, and the preparation of the ground
surface for such covers.
5.6. The root systems of protected trees shall be preserved when installing fences
and walls. Postholes and trenches located close to trees shall be dug and adjusted
as necessary to avoid damage to major roots. Continuous footers for masonry
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walls shall be ended at the point larger roots are encountered and the roots
bridged.
6. In order to control air and water pollution from dust from traveling across the
landscape, a detailed and site specific plan for dust control measures is required.
Control measures may include, but are not limited to: sprinkling or irrigation,
vegetative cover, mulch, wind breaks, or soil treatments.
H. Abused Trees: Abused trees shall not be counted toward fulfilling tree replacement or
preservation requirements. The City may require the abused trees to be replaced and
are subject to penalties provided for in LDC section 11.08.04. A tree shall be
considered abused if one (1) or more the following actions have taken place:
1. Significant damage has been inflicted upon any part of a tree, including the root
system by machinery, storage of materials, soil compaction, excavation, vehicle
accidents, chemical application, or change to the natural grade;
2. Damage inflicted to or cutting upon a tree that permits which causes infection or
pest infestation;
3. Cutting upon Pruning any tree that to permanently reduces the function of the tree
or causes it to go into shock;
4. Cutting upon Pruning a tree that to destroys its natural shape;
5. Hatracking;
6. Removal of bark which is detrimental to the tree;
7. Tears and splitting of limb ends or peeling and stripping of bark;
8. Use of climbing spikes, or cutting into the tree for the purposes of climbing on any
species of tree for any purpose other than total removal, except as the same may
be required to comply with federal, state or local laws and regulations, including,
but not limited to, the Occupational Safety and Health Act; and
9. Girdling a tree with the use of wires (e.g., use of weed eater, mower damage, or
improper cabling around branches).
4.05.15 Heritage Trees
A heritage tree is a tree designated by the City as irreplaceable due to its size, age,
and its historic, aesthetic, or cultural significance.
A. Designation Criteria
To be designated a heritage tree; the following criteria must be met
1. The tree must be indigenous to the region.
2. The tree must be in apparently healthy growing condition
3. The tree must have a DBH of at least 36” and;
4. The tree must possess significance by meeting one or more of the following
criteria:
a. The tree has a documented association with a historical figure,
property, or significant historical event.
b. The tree is associated with a historic landmark or site as defined in this
LDC.
c. The tree was planted as a commemorative, memorial or tribute;
d. The tree was planted during a particularly significant historical era.
e. The tree is distinctive due to a functional or aesthetic relationship to a
natural resource, such as trees located along stream banks or trees
located along dune or ridge lines
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f. The tree is of exceptional or unique architecture.
g. The tree is identified by the city as having significant arboricultural or
horticultural value to the citizens of the city.
h. The tree is identified as playing a significant role in the landscape or
architecture of a specific location.
B. Categories
There shall be 2 categories of heritage trees: Designated Heritage Tree and
Protected Heritage Tree
1. Designated Heritage Tree (Private Property): The City shall provide the
following incentives to encourage private property owners (Owner) to
preserve and protect Designated Heritage Trees.
a. The City may provide to the Owner recommendations regarding the
proper care and maintenance of a Designated Heritage Tree.
b. The City shall provide aid in the evaluation of a Designated Heritage
Tree every four years. The evaluation shall be conducted by City staff
and an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Standards certified
arborist for the purposes of determining health and wellness of the
tree, evaluating and diagnosing potential biotic or abiotic disorders
and recommending appropriate treatments. The City shall pay 25% of
the reasonable costs of this evaluation and findings shall be provided
to both parties.
c. A Designated Heritage Tree may be pruned by the Owner. The Owner
is encouraged to trim a Designated Heritage Tree in accordance with
ISA standards so that the pruning would does not reduce the tree’s
height or crown diameter, such that it alters the tree’s general
appearance, increase the tree’s susceptibility to insects or disease, or
otherwise increase its risk of mortality. Upon request, the City or a
qualified designee will consult with the Owner regarding acceptable
pruning methods and techniques.
If considering removal or an actions which result in that would damage of
a Designated Heritage Tree, the City will, upon request, consult with the
Owner regarding possible alternatives to address the condition(s)
necessitating remove or potential damage to the tree.
2. Protected Heritage Tree: A Protected Heritage Tree is any Designated
Heritage Tree located on public property or one located on private
property where the property owner (Owner) has encumbered his/her
property with an instrument provided by the City and recorded by the
Owner with the County of Nassau. The purpose of the instrument is to
inform future Owners that the property contains a Designated Heritage
Tree. The recorded instrument shall reference the City of Fernandina Beach
Heritage Tree Program and include a statement that prior approval is
required by the Owner from the City of Fernandina Beach for any act that
may result in potential damage or removal of the Protected Heritage Tree.
Such tree shall be classified as a Protected Heritage Tree. Said instrument
cannot be revoked without consent of the Fernandina Beach City
Commission. In cases where the proposed Protected Heritage Tree is
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planted located on or near the property line, the Owners of both
properties must be in agreement as to the designation of the tree as a
Protected Heritage Tree.
The following are incentives or benefits, in addition to those listed under
Designated Heritage Tree (Private Property), above, bestowed upon the
Owners of those trees designated as Protected Heritage Trees. The owner
of a Protected Heritage Tree is eligible for percent matching funds from
the City of Fernandina Beach Tree Trust Fund relating to proper care and
maintenance of a Protected Heritage Tree. Matching funds may be
applied for the following:
a. Removing diseased or insect-infested wood, removing broken or
damaged limbs and by engaging in regular maintenance pruning
to promote continued vigor of the tree under advisement by an ISA
certified Arborist. Pruning of a Protected Heritage Tree every five
years to ISA standards. The City shall pay 25% of the reasonable
costs for pruning of a Protected Heritage Tree, as determined by
the City Manager or designee.
b. Evaluation of a Protected Heritage Tree every 2 3-4 years or in
emergency situations as deemed by the City Manager. The City
shall pay 50% 100% of the reasonable costs for an evaluation by
an ISA certified Arborist for the purposes of determining health and
wellness of the tree, evaluating and diagnosing potential biotic or
abiotic disorders and recommending appropriate treatments.
1. Treatment of a Protected Heritage Tree as necessary. The City
shall pay 25% of the reasonable costs of applying treatments
or other remedial actions necessary to maintain the health of a
Protected Heritage tree, manage pests or complete other Plant
Health Care (PHC) relating to the Protected Heritage Tree
2. A heritage tree shall not be removed except by specific
authorization from the City Commission.
3. Any person who owns, controls, has custody or possession of
any real property within the city shall maintain and preserve
all heritage trees located thereon in a state of good. Failure to
do so shall constitute a violation of this section.
4. No person shall willfully damage, injure, destroy, move or
remove a heritage tree except pursuant to the terms and
conditions of a permit granted pursuant to this article.
C. Construction/grading activity
Any owner or person who conducts any grading or construction activity on
property shall do so in such a manner as to not threaten the health or viability or
cause the removal of any heritage tree. The City Manager or designee may
impose conditions on any development permit to require construction fencing
and/or the use of protective grading methods to assure compliance with this
section. In addition to said conditions, the following shall apply:
1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, excavation adjacent to any
heritage tree shall not be permitted where material damage to the root
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system may result. When proposed developments encroach into the drip
line of any heritage tree, special construction techniques to allow the roots
to breathe and obtain water may be required as a condition(s) to the
approval of any application for a building, zoning permit or removal
permit.
2. The existing ground surface within the drip line of any heritage tree shall
not be cut, filled, compacted or pared except for existing, permitted
encroachments such as sidewalks or as otherwise expressly approved by
the City Manager or designee pursuant to an approved arborist’s report.
Tree wells may be used where advisable.
D. Nominations
Any citizen, property owner, or City official may nominate a tree to be designated
as a heritage tree. Nominations must be accompanied with permission from
the property owner where the tree stands. Consideration of the nomination shall
follow the procedures set forth in Chapter 11.
E. Recognition
Every designated heritage tree may be permanently marked identifying it as such
and advising that penalty for unauthorized removal will result in a fine as stated in
Section 11.08.04. The requirement to permanently mark each designated heritage
tree is advisory only and not a legislated mandate. Failure of the City to mark
such tree shall not adversely impact the City in enforcing the provisions of this
section.
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CHAPTER 11

11.08.04 Specific Penalties for Violation of Tree Permit Requirements
A. When unauthorized removal of trees has occurred, the owner and/or developer or
contractor shall submit a restoration plan within thirty (30) days after being cited for
the violation. At a minimum, the owner or developer or contractor shall replace, "one
for one" (one (1) inch for every inch of DBH), any and all trees that are removed
without authorization. No preservations credits shall be applicable for the
unauthorized removal of trees. Failure to submit a restoration plan within thirty (30)
days shall result in a double fine. In the event that an insufficient trunk of the removed
tree exists to determine replacement requirements, including the size and number of
required replacement trees, these facts shall be determined by the City Manager
based upon any available information, including photographs or a survey of trees of
the same species existing within the City. In making such determinations, the opinion of
the City Manager shall control. If the City Manager cannot determine with reasonable
certainty the number of protected trees removed, the violation shall be corrected by
paying a civil fine of up to one dollar ($1.00) per square foot of land cleared. All
amounts received by the City pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the Tree
Replacement Fund.
B. In evaluating a proposed restoration plan, the City shall consider the following:
1.
The cross-sectional area of trunk(s) removed;
2.
The specific aesthetic character of the tree removed;
3.
Any special function the tree carried out as a screen or buffer;
4.
Amount of other trees preserved on the site, and the opportunities for
planting additional trees;
5.
Any short-term or long-term negative environmental impacts from the
unauthorized tree removal, including, but not limited to, erosion, siltation,
impacts on listed plant and/or animal species, water circulation patterns,
water quality standards, and floodplain capacity or conveyance
(including, but not limited to, swales or overland sheet flow, where
pertinent).
C. The City Manager shall review the proposed restoration plan. The City Manager may
require any bonding or other guarantees deemed necessary to insure the performance
and completion of the restoration plan, and/or the maintenance and survival of the
implemented restoration plan. If a bond is required, the bond amount shall be one
dollar ($1.00) for every square foot of land cleared in violation of this section, or
$12,500 if a heritage tree has been removed.
D. The City Manager shall, within 30 days of submission of a restoration plan, either:
1.
Approve the restoration plan after rendering a finding that implementation
of the restoration plan, will ensure restoration of the quality and screening
functions previously provided on site, according to the criteria set forth
herein by the removed or otherwise destroyed trees; or
2.
Deny the restoration plan and levy appropriate fines based on a finding
that said restoration plan, upon implementation, cannot restore the quality
and screening functions previously provided by the removed or otherwise
destroyed trees; or
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3.

Deny said plan and inform the owner or developer or contractor of what
the City requires in order to approve said restoration plan. Such plans
shall be resubmitted within thirty (30) days of the denial. Failure to
resubmit or appeal within this time period shall subject the property owner
to a fine of $100.00 per day.
E. If the City Manager determines that implementation of a restoration plan cannot
replace the quality and screening functions of the trees removed or otherwise
destroyed then the City Manager may assess the following fines for the
unauthorized removal of trees in addition to any other fines required pursuant to
other City ordinances or by state or federal rules and laws:
1.
$125.00 per inch DBH for each tree removed that was not located in a
designated wetland, coastal upland protection zone, approved upland
landscaped buffer areas or conservation easement, tract or similarly
designated area; and
2.
$250.00 per inch DBH for each tree removed that was located within a
designated wetlands, coastal upland protection zone, approved landscape
buffer areas or conservation easement, tract or similarly designated area.
This shall include landscape buffer areas previously required as part of an
approved landscape plan or other development plan or order, upland
buffers around wetlands and habitat or riparian protection zones; and
3.
$12,500.00 for each heritage tree removed.
F. No further City permits for the subject property or project shall be issued or
inspections provided until all violations of this article are corrected or a restoration
plan has been accepted by the City Manager. No certificate of occupancy shall
be granted unless and until the restoration plan is implemented or a performance
bond satisfactory to the City and its attorney is submitted and approved by the
City.
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