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Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport Rules and Regulations 

Introduction 
 
Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport (FBMA-55J) is municipally owned and operated by the City of 
Fernandina Beach, Florida as a General Aviation Reliever Airport.  These Airport Rules and Regulations 
(R&R) are intended to promote the health, safety, interest, and welfare of the public in general and in 
particular the operators, lessees, tenants, consumers, and users of FBMA and to promote the safe, orderly 
and efficient use of the Airport.   
 
These R&R apply to all users, aeronautical and otherwise, of FBMA property, are not all-inclusive, and 
reinforce and emphasize federal, state and local statutes, laws, ordinances, and regulations as well as 
leases and agreements that may apply (see Appendix A - References).  In addition the content of 
Appendix A, B, and C attached hereto and made a part hereof shall be adhered to by all users of FBMA. 
In the event of a conflict between these R&R and a lease or other agreement, the lease or other agreement 
shall govern.  Individual Airport users must adhere to the applicable provisions of these R&R and its 
attached Appendices, as well as any applicable leases and agreements, and all pertinent federal, state and 
local statutes, laws, ordinances, and regulations that may be applicable to their operations. 
 
Violations of the R&R may result in revocation of Airport access privileges, denial of use of the Airport, 
termination of leases or other agreements, and/or prosecution under applicable laws. Perpetration of 
violation(s) shall be considered as a factor in renewing or not renewing a violator’s application or 
permit/lease renewal. Use of Airport property without approval or in conflict with these R&R is 
considered a trespass. Nothing in these R&R is intended to preclude any authorized City personnel from 
taking other action authorized by law. Section 6 of these R&R provides an appeal process to be followed 
in the event a user of the Airport is aggrieved by the interpretation and application of the R&R.   
 
These R&R shall be reviewed one year after the approval and adoption of this document and then every 
two years thereafter. 
 

Section 1 – General 
 
1.01 COMPLIANCE AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

a. By publication of these R&R, all persons based at FBMA will be deemed to have knowledge 
of the contents herein. Copies of these R&R will be distributed to all tenants and 
leaseholders, posted at the Airport, and available through the Airport Manager’s office. 

b. Entry upon/into the Airport by any person shall be deemed to constitute an agreement by such 
person to comply with and be governed by these R&R.  All persons employed on or using the 
Airport shall cooperate with the Airport Manager or his designated representatives to enforce 
these R&R. 

c. Airport tenants/leaseholders shall be responsible for compliance with all requirements of 
these R&R applicable to them for their exclusive areas and they shall be held liable for any 
fines, penalties or other monetary assessments imposed upon the City by any agency having 
jurisdiction with respect to any violations involving these areas.  Any user, who by their 
intentional or unintentional action or activity, cause the City to be fined, cited, sued or 
charged unnecessary fees/fines, will be responsible for reimbursement of said fines/fees upon 
demand to the City. 

d. Any permission granted by the Airport Manager or the City under these R&R is conditioned 
upon the payment of any and all applicable fees and charges established by the City. 

e. Voiding of any particular rule or regulation contained herein shall not affect the validity of 
the remainder of these regulations. 
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1.02 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AND DIRECTIVES: 
a. Under emergency conditions, e.g., a natural disaster, the Airport Manager, or designated 

representative, is empowered to suspend these R&R, or any part thereof, including ordering 
persons to leave the Airport or portions of the Airport and prevent access to such areas for 
such time as may be necessary, and to issue such directives and take such actions as is 
necessary to protect life and property and ensure the safe operation of the Airport.  Such 
directives and actions have the full power of regulation as long as the emergency exists. 

b. In the event of an extreme threat, condition, or event the Airport Manager shall have, in his 
discretion, the authority to close the Airport in its entirety or any portion thereof to air traffic, 
to prohibit aircraft landing and/or taking off, and may delay or restrict any flight or other 
aircraft operation. 

c. The Airport Manager may also, in his discretion, temporarily close the Airport due to periods 
of adverse climatic conditions when such action is considered necessary and desirable to 
avoid endangering persons or property.  

d. Under no circumstance shall an authorized Airport closure or restriction constitute grounds 
for reimbursement of any expense, loss of revenue, or damage incurred by any operator, 
lessee, or any other entity. 

 
1.03 LIABILITY:    

a. The City shall not be responsible for loss, injury, or damage to persons or property by reason 
of fire, theft, vandalism, wind, flood, earthquake, collision, strikes, war, acts of terrorism, or 
act of God, nor shall the City be liable for injury to persons while on the Airport. 

b. The City, City Commission, Airport and the Airport Manager, individually and collectively, 
and their representatives, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall be held harmless 
and shall not be liable for loss, loss of use, damage or injury to persons or property arising out 
of any accident, incident or mishap of any nature whatsoever, or from any cause whatsoever 
to any individual, aircraft or property occurring on or from the Airport or in the use of any 
facility situated on Airport property. 

 
1.04  FACILITIES AND PROPERTY: 

a. Operational deficiencies regarding buildings, structures, equipment, utilities, or other 
property owned by the City shall be reported to the Airport Manager so that repairs, as 
necessary, may be made in a timely manner. 

b. No person shall alter, add to, or erect any building or sign on the Airport or make any 
excavation on the Airport without prior written approval of the City 

c. Any person causing, or responsible for damage to or destruction of Airport property of any 
kind, including facilities, equipment, real property, fixtures or appurtenances, shall be 
required to pay the City for the full amount of said damage. Any such damage shall be 
immediately reported to the Airport Manager. 

 
1.05 OTHER LAWS: 
 All applicable provisions of Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR), federal, state, and local 
regulations, laws, statutes, and/or ordinances now in existence or hereafter promulgated are hereby 
adopted as part of the R&R for FBMA. 
 
1.06 USE AND ENJOYMENT OF AIRPORT PREMISES:     

a. All FBMA users are required to abide by applicable federal, state, and local statutes and 
ordinances regarding personal conduct on Airport property. 

b. Any person who causes injury to any person or damages equipment or property on the 
Airport shall be liable for such injuries and/or damages. 

c. All commercial activities shall be conducted in accordance with the FBMA Minimum 
Standards for Commercial Activities (Minimum Standards). 
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1.07 ENTRY UPON AND USE OF AIRPORT: 
a. Entry into FBMA property shall be through designated gates.  
b. All FBMA users shall observe and obey all posted signs, fences, and barricades regarding 

activities and demeanor while on the Airport.   
c. Use of any FBMA facility for other than authorized purposes is prohibited. 
d. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to limit the use of any area of the Airport by its 

employees, approved contractors, or to prevent law enforcement or fire department personnel 
from acting in their official capacity. 

e. No person, except representatives of the press on duty or during official announcements, shall 
take still, motion, or sound pictures for commercial purposes on non-leasehold Airport 
property without first obtaining written permission of the Airport Manager.  

 
1.08 ACCESS TO THE AIRPORT OPERATIONS AREA:   

a. No person may, without authorization of the Airport Manager, enter the FBMA Airport 
Operations Area (AOA) except: 
1. Persons under the direct supervision of a tenant or leaseholder 
2. Persons or entities and their employees performing aeronautical activities 
3. Passengers, under appropriate supervision, who enter for the purpose of enplaning or 

deplaning an aircraft 
4. Visitors to Fixed Base Operations (FBO) 
5. Emergency vehicles 

b. Except for entry/exit, all ground vehicle gates will be secured.  Vehicle operators using an 
Airport perimeter gate shall ensure the gate closes prior to leaving the vicinity; additionally, 
should a vehicle operator observe any suspicious vehicles or persons gain (or attempt to gain) 
access to the airside, they shall notify law enforcement immediately.   

c. No person shall walk or drive on taxiways or runways without written authorization from the 
Airport Manager.   

d. It shall be the responsibility of a tenant, lessee or contractor to restrict persons or vehicles to 
their exclusive use area or leasehold and to establish operating procedures for them, reviewed 
by the Airport Manager for appropriateness. 

e. No one under 16 years of age will be allowed to enter the AOA except under the direct 
supervision of an adult or unless visiting an FBO. 

f. No person shall assist an unauthorized individual in accessing the AOA.   
 

1.09   ANIMALS: 
a. Animals, including service animals, are permitted on Airport property only when under the 

control of their owners/handlers; any waste must be properly collected and removed by the 
animal’s owner/handler 

b. No person shall commit any act to encourage the congregation of birds or other animals on 
the Airport. 

 
1.10  CARGO, MATERIAL STORAGE, AND ABANDONED PROPERTY:      

a. Unless otherwise provided for by lease or other contractual agreement, no person, firm, 
partnership, or corporation, shall use any area of the Airport, including buildings, either 
privately owned or publicly owned, for the storage of non-aeronautical related cargo, 
equipment, or any other property without written permission of the Airport Manager.  

b. Any property, aircraft or vehicle, determined by the Airport Manager to be abandoned, 
disabled, or which creates an operations problem, nuisance, security or safety hazard, or 
which otherwise is placed in an illegal, improper, or unauthorized manner, will be removed, 
stored, and/or disposed of at the owner’s expense.  The City shall not be liable for any 
damage to the property or loss or diminution of value that may be caused by the act of 
removal. 
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1.11  FIREARMS AND WEAPONS:   
Firearms are allowed on FBMA only as permitted by state and federal statutes. 

 
1.12  ADVERTISING, COMMERCIAL SPEECH, AND SIGNAGE: 

a. No person shall post, circulate, distribute or display written or printed materials or signs on 
Airport property or facilities or on motor vehicles and aircraft without prior written 
permission from the Airport Manager.  However persons approved to be on Airport property 
may use vehicles on Airport property that display advertising, pictures or written material. 

b. Airport entry signage or signage in public areas of the Airport must meet specifications of 
City codes and be approved by the Airport Manager.  

 
Section 2 – Aeronautical Operations  

 
2.01 COMPLIANCE WITH ORDERS: 

All aeronautical activities at FBMA shall be conducted in compliance with applicable FARs, 
federal and Florida statutes and local ordinances, these Rules and Regulations, Minimum Standards, and 
directives/resolutions, as currently written or as may be amended from time to time.  
 
2.02 HOLD HARMLESS: 

The aircraft owner, pilot, agent, or his or her duly authorized representative agrees to release, 
discharge and hold harmless the City, its City Commission, the Airport, and its employees of and from 
liability for any damage which may be suffered by any aircraft and its equipment, and for personal injury 
or death.  The use of the AOA and related facilities shall constitute acceptance of the terms of this 
provision, these R&R and other Airport procedures and operating directives. 
 
2.03   NEGLIGENT OPERATIONS PROHIBITED: 

a. Aircraft operators shall not land; take off; taxi; or park an aircraft on any area that has been 
restricted to a maximum weight bearing capacity of less than the weight of the aircraft. It 
shall be the aircraft owner’s responsibility to repair any damage to the Airport’s runways, 
taxiways, or aprons caused by excessive aircraft weight loading. 

b. No person shall operate any equipment or device on the Airport that will interfere with any 
aircraft radio communication frequency or any aircraft navigational aid. 

 
2.04 AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS, AIRWORTHY, DISABLED AND DERELICT 

AIRCRAFT: 
a. The owner or operator of any aircraft involved in an accident or incident on the Airport, 

resulting in any injury or death or damage to property shall immediately notify the 
appropriate emergency response agencies, the Airport Manager, and other governmental 
agencies as applicable.  

b. The pilot or owner of an aircraft involved in an accident or incident shall be responsible for 
all costs associated with the accident or incident, including but not limited to, wreckage 
removal/disposal, environmental clean up, and repair or replacement of property. 

c. Disabled aircraft shall be removed from runways and/or taxiways as quickly as practicable. 
d. Disabled and derelict aircraft shall not be permitted on the tie-down or ramp areas unless in 

response to an emergency and with written approval of the Airport Manager.  
e. If the owner of an aircraft fails for any reason to remove a disabled or derelict aircraft from 

the Airport property as may be requested, the Airport Manager may cause the removal and 
storage or disposal of such disabled or derelict aircraft at the sole expense of the owner. 
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2.05 AIRPORT OPERATIONAL AREA RESTRICTIONS: 
a. Unless contrary to federal regulations and/or grant assurances, the City shall have the 

authority to designate or restrict the use of runways or other operational areas at the Airport 
with respect to, but not limited to, the following: 
1. Experimental Flights (Advance notification to Airport Manager of first flight); 
2. Equipment Demonstration; 
3. Air Shows;  
4. Parachute Operations (72 hours advance notice to Airport Manager); 
5. Banner Towing Operations (Permit required); 
6. Aircraft Type. 

b.   No kites, model airplanes, rockets, tethered unmanned balloons or other objects constituting a 
hazard to aircraft operations shall be operated on the Airport. 

 
2.06 AIRCRAFT PARKING:  

a. No person shall use any area of the Airport for parking and/or storage of aircraft unless 
otherwise provided for in a lease or other agreement without the written permission of the 
Airport Manager. If any person uses unauthorized areas for aircraft parking, the aircraft may 
be removed by or at the direction of City, at the risk and expense of the owner, without 
liability for damage that may arise from or out of such removal or storage. 

b. No person shall leave an aircraft parked and unattended on the Airport unless it is in a hangar 
or properly locked and secured with either wheel chocks and/or tie-down ropes.  Owners of 
such aircraft shall be held responsible for any damage resulting from failure to properly 
comply with this provision. 

c. Articles left in aircraft are the sole responsibility of the aircraft owner/operator. The City is 
not responsible for theft or vandalism of said articles. 

 
2.07 STARTING AND RUNNING AIRCRAFT ENGINES: 

a. No aircraft engine will be started or operated inside or taxied from/into any hangar or under 
the roofline of a hangar, whether said hangar is enclosed or not. This shall not be construed as 
prohibiting the use of tractors, with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) approved 
exhaust systems, when moving aircraft within any hangar. 

b. Starting an aircraft when there is any flammable liquid on the ground in the immediate 
vicinity is prohibited. 

c. No person may run an engine of an aircraft parked on the Airport in a manner that propeller 
or jet blast could cause injury to persons, damage to any other property or in any way hinder 
the safe operation of the Airport. In no case will the operator of an aircraft block any runway, 
taxiway or taxi lane while conducting any maintenance/repair run-up. 

d. No full power aircraft engine run-ups are authorized between 2200 and 0700 hours local for 
maintenance purposes without written approval of the Airport Manager. 

 
2.08  AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS: 

a. All aircraft operations shall be conducted in accordance with published FARs. 
b. Aircraft operators will familiarize themselves with published local noise abatement 

guidelines. 
 

2.09 REPAIRING AND MAINTAINING AIRCRAFT:  
a. Aircraft owners, under self-maintenance operations, are permitted to fuel, wash, repair or 

otherwise service their owned based aircraft utilizing their own equipment and their own 
employees, as outlined in FAR Part 43 “Maintenance, Preventative Maintenance, Rebuilding 
and Alteration” and/or as identified in provisions of written agreement. 

b. Aircraft maintenance is permitted only on paved areas of the Airport. 
c. No aircraft or aircraft component shall be suspended or lifted utilizing the building or any 

component of the building. 
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Section 3 – Fire, Safety and Environment  
 
3.01  GENERAL: 

a. All persons using the Airport shall exercise the utmost care to guard against fire and injury to 
persons and property. 

b. All activities at FBMA shall comply with applicable state, local, and National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) codes and standards now in existence or hereafter promulgated and not 
in conflict with FARs. All applicable codes, standards and recommended practices are hereby 
adopted by reference as part of the R&R of the Airport. In the event of conflict, Florida 
Statute 633 and NFPA codes and/or FARs shall prevail. 

c. Any fire causing damage, regardless of the size of the fire or whether or not the fire has been 
extinguished, shall be reported immediately to the Fernandina Beach Fire Department as well 
as the Airport Manager. 

 
3.02 SMOKING:   

Smoking or carrying lighted smoking materials or striking matches or other incendiary devices, 
such as lighters, are not permitted: 

a. Within 50 feet of parked aircraft and fuel carriers not in motion; within 100 feet of aircraft 
being fueled or de-fueled, a fuel storage facility, or a flammable liquid spill; 

b. In any area on the Airport where smoking is prohibited by the City or leaseholder by means of 
posted signs; 

c. In any hangar, shop, or other building in which flammable liquids are stored or used, except in 
cases where specifically approved smoking areas have been designated for that purpose.    

 
3.03  FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: 

a. All tenants or lessees of hangars, aircraft maintenance buildings or shop facilities shall 
maintain a minimum of one readily accessible, operable fire extinguisher that shall conform 
to applicable NFPA standards. Current inspection tags shall be left attached to each unit.  

b. No person shall tamper with any fire extinguisher equipment at the Airport or use the same 
for any purpose other than fire fighting or fire prevention. 

 
3.04 OPEN FLAME OPERATIONS: 

a. The use of any equipment employing open flames or sparks within any aircraft storage area is 
prohibited.  This excludes open flames utilized by lessees and tenants in the performance of 
aircraft maintenance approved by agreement.   

b. Lead and carbon burning, fusion gas and electric welding, blow-torch work, engine testing, 
and all operations involving open flames shall be restricted to the repair shops.  During such 
operations, the shop shall be separated from the storage section by closing all doors and 
openings to the storage section. 

 
3.05  STORAGE OF MATERIALS: 

a. No operator, tenant or lessee on the Airport shall keep, store, stack, box, bag or stock material 
or equipment in such a manner as to constitute a hazard to persons or property, obstructing 
any operation, littering or in such a manner as to create any unsightly appearance. 

b. Storage of materials or equipment except for hoses attached to water spigots shall not be 
permitted outside buildings or hangers unless under approved sheds, within designated 
storage areas, or in designated parking areas. 
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3.06  HAZARDOUS WASTE AND MATERIALS: 
a. No person shall store, keep, handle, use, disperse, discharge, or transport at, in, or upon the 

Airport any hazardous materials in contravention of any regulatory measures. 
b. No more than five gallons of fuel in a container shall be stored in any building or structure on 

the Airport at any time.  An approved fuel container shall be used at all times. 
c. All empty oil, paint, and varnish cans, bottles, or other containers shall be removed from the 

Airport in a timely manner and shall not remain on the floor, wall stringers, or overhead 
storage areas of the hangars, offices, shops, or other buildings and only those hazardous 
materials used in the maintenance of aircraft, engines and components may be stored and 
utilized on the Airport.    

d. No person shall use volatile or flammable substances for cleaning hangar floors, hangars or 
other buildings on the Airport. Cleaning agents shall meet all federal, state and local codes, 
regulations, and permit requirements. 

e. All persons on the Airport shall keep all premises, including floors, leased or used by them, 
clean and clear of accumulation of oil, grease and other flammable material and free of rags, 
waste materials or other trash or rubbish or accumulated debris. 

f. Gasoline, oil, and solvent drums or receptacles shall not be stored within aircraft and/or 
vehicle operating areas nor be in excess of that required as current stock. Such materials shall 
be kept enclosed and covered in clearly marked and labeled housing. 

g. No person shall use, keep, or permit to be used or kept, any foul or noxious gas or substance 
at the Airport, or permit or suffer the Airport to be occupied or used in a manner offensive or 
objectionable to other users by reason of noise, odors, and/or vibrations, or interfere in any 
way with other occupants or those having business therein.  

h. No volatile substances such as fuels, grease, oil, dopes, acid, flammable liquids, solvents and 
other cleaning fluids, paints and contaminants of any kind, may be stored inside t-hangars, 
bulk hangar facilities or other leased property from the City used for storage of aircraft unless 
included as part of a rental agreement or lease.   

i. All petroleum products, dopes, paints, solvents, acids, or any other hazardous waste shall be 
disposed of off the Airport and in compliance with all applicable regulatory measures and 
shall not be dumped or run into drains, on ramp aprons, catch basins, ditches, sewer systems, 
storm drains or elsewhere on the Airport. 

j. No person shall store, keep, handle, use, dispose of, or transport at, in, or upon the Airport 
any Class A, Class B, or Class C explosives or Class A poison, as defined in the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration regulation for transportation of explosives and other 
dangerous articles, and other poisonous substances, solid, liquid, or gas, compressed gas, 
and/or radioactive article, substance, or material at such time or place or in such manner or 
condition that may, or may be likely, to unreasonably endanger persons or property. 

k. Cleaning of aircraft parts and other equipment shall preferably be done with non-flammable 
cleaning agents or solvents. When the use of flammable solvents cannot be avoided, only 
liquids having flash points in excess of 1000 F shall be used and special precautions shall be 
taken to eliminate ignition sources in compliance with good practice recommendations of the 
NFPA.  

 
3.07  DOPING, SPRAY PAINTING, AND PAINT STRIPPING: 

a. No paint, varnish, or lacquer spraying of aircraft or motor vehicles is permitted inside any 
building or hangar on the Airport unless such facility was properly designed and constructed 
for such activity. Hand-held aerosol containers or a small air compressor powered automotive 
type touch up spray gun not to exceed 7 oz. capacity may be permitted for paint touchup, 
used outside and in a no wind situation, with the specific written approval of the Airport 
Manager. 

b. The use of “dope”, cellulose, nitrate or cellulose acetate dissolved in volatile flammable 
solvents, within any hangar is prohibited.  
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3.08  SANITATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION: 
a. Each person while on Airport property shall conduct his/her activities so as to not cause litter, 

environmental pollution, or unsanitary conditions.  
b. No person shall unnecessarily or unreasonably or in violation of law, cause any smoke, dust, 

fumes, gaseous matter or particulates to be emitted into the atmosphere or be carried by the 
atmosphere. Exceptions include normal emissions from internal combustion engines, jet 
engines, smoke from cigarettes, cigars, or pipes, or aircraft maintenance activities. 

c. Aircraft may not be washed with running water in hangars. 
d. Any person who experiences overflow or spillage of oil, grease, fuel, or similar contaminants 

anywhere on the Airport is responsible and shall take appropriate action in the control, 
containment, clean up, disposal and rehabilitation of such hazardous spill. Failure to take 
appropriate action to clean the area shall result in the City providing the cleanup at the 
expense of the responsible party.  If the responsibility for the spill cannot be promptly 
determined, the leaseholder will be held responsible for the clean up. 

e. Spills, such as, jet fuel, gasoline, fuel oil, hydraulic oil, motor oil, turbine oil, alcohol, glycol, 
and all similar chemicals that could be considered hazardous, that covers over 10 feet in any 
direction or is over 50 square feet in area, continues to flow or is otherwise a hazard to 
persons or property require notification to the Fernandina Beach Fire Department as well as 
to the Airport Manager.  The spill shall be investigated to determine the cause, to determine 
whether emergency procedures were properly carried out, and to determine the necessary 
corrective measures. 

f. In the event of spillage, fuel delivery devices and other vehicles shall not be moved or 
operated in the vicinity of the spill until the spillage is removed. A fireguard shall be 
promptly posted to the spill area. 

g. No garbage, empty boxes, crates, rubbish, trash, papers, refuse, and/or other litter of any kind 
shall be placed, discharged, or deposited on the Airport, including cigarettes, cigars, and 
matches, except in receptacles specifically provided for such purpose. 

h. The burning of garbage, empty boxes, crates, rubbish, trash, papers, refuse, and/or other litter 
of any kind is prohibited.  With prior written permission of the Airport Manager, Fire 
Department personnel may engage in training exercises that require controlled burning. 

i. Any person discarding chemicals, paints, oils, batteries, or any products, which may not be 
discarded in a routine manner, will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws and 
regulations. 

j. No fuel, grease, oil, dopes, paints, solvents, acid, flammable liquids or contaminants of any 
kind shall be allowed to flow into or be placed in any Airport sanitary sewer system or storm 
drain system. 

k. No person shall dispose of any fill or building, discarded, or waste materials on Airport 
property except as approved in writing by the Airport Manager and appropriate City 
authorities. 

 
3.09  ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT AND LIGHTING SYSTEM: 

a. Extension lights and all portable and mobile lighting equipment used in and around aircraft 
hangars, shops, buildings and other areas on or near combustible materials shall be explosion 
proof and meet NFPA standards. No portable lamp assembly shall be used without a proper 
protective guard or shield over such lamp assemblies to prevent breakage. 

b. All power operated equipment or electrical devices including hangar interior lights shall be 
shut off when not in use. 

c. A low current, constant current/constant voltage, or demand type battery charger with a 
maximum short term output charge rate exceeding seven amps, or a continuous trickle charge 
rate exceeding two amps, may not be used when an aircraft is located inside or partially 
inside a hangar.   
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3.10  HEATING EQUIPMENT: 
a. All heating equipment and fuel burning appliances installed or used on FBMA shall comply 

with the requirements of the State of Florida and the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 
b. Space heaters may be utilized when attended in hangars so long as the heater has a clear 

radius of 10 feet from aircraft, or any other object, and fire prevention/safety measures are 
observed. 

 
Section 4 – Fueling Operations   

 
4.01  GENERAL: 

a. All fuel handled on the Airport shall be treated with due caution and prudent attention with 
regard to the rights and safety of others so as not to endanger, or likely to endanger, persons 
or property. 

b. All aircraft fueling operations, including self-fueling, shall be in accordance with NFPA 407 
“Standards for Aircraft Fuel Servicing.”  

c. No aircraft shall be fueled or drained of fuel while within the confines of any building, hangar 
or enclosed space. 

d. Fueling of aircraft is allowed only on paved surfaces. 
e. In accordance with FAA Order 5190.6A “Airports Compliance Handbook,” any person self-

fueling with their own equipment requires authorization and permit from the Airport Manager 
confirming compliance with all orders, procedures, and standards and these R&R regarding 
fueling operations. 

f. Airport tenants involved in fueling operations, including those self-fueling, shall maintain an 
adequate supply of fuel absorbent materials readily available for use in the event of a fuel 
spill. 

g. No person shall engage in aircraft fueling or de-fueling without readily accessible, adequate, 
operational fire extinguishing equipment at the point of fueling. 

h. Aircraft being fueled shall be positioned so that aircraft fuel system vents or fuel tank 
openings are not closer than 25 feet from any terminal building, hangar, or service building. 

i. During fueling operations, no person shall use any material or equipment that is likely to 
cause a spark or ignition within 100 feet of such aircraft or vehicle.  

j. No aircraft shall be fueled or de-fueled while passengers are on board unless a passenger 
boarding device is in place at the cabin door of the aircraft, the door is open and a flight crew 
member or ground person is at or near the cabin door. 

k. Fueling or de-fueling operations on the Airport shall not be conducted during periods of 
dangerous thunderstorm activity or if an electrical storm is observed within three statute miles 
of the Airport.    

l. Should a fire occur during the fueling of an aircraft, fueling shall be discontinued, all 
emergency valves and dome covers shall be shut down, and the Fire Department notified 
immediately. 

m. Any malfunction or irregularity detected on or within the aircraft being refueled or de-fueled 
shall be brought to the attention of the fueling operator immediately. 

 
4.02 ENGINE OPERATIONS: 

a. No aircraft shall be fueled or de-fueled while one or more of its engines are running or is 
being warmed by external heat. 

b. No person shall start the engine of an aircraft on the Airport if there is any gasoline or other 
volatile fluid on the ground within the vicinity of the aircraft. 

c. Combustion heaters on aircraft e.g., wing & tail surface heaters, integral cabin heaters, shall 
not be operated during fueling operations.  
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4.03 STATIC BONDING: 
a. Each hose, funnel or apparatus used in fueling or de-fueling aircraft, including self-fueling, 

shall be maintained in good condition and be properly bonded. 
b. A conductive funnel shall be used to reduce the chance of spillage during fueling operations, 

when a hose with an approved nozzle is unavailable.  When a funnel is used, it shall be kept 
in contact with the filler neck as well as the fueling nozzle spout during fueling operations. 

 
4.04 LIABILITY:      

a. The fueling operator, tenant or lessee shall be solely responsible for any violation incident to 
or in connection with fueling, storage facilities, equipment, operations, and training. The City 
assumes no liability or responsibility for violations of any applicable fueling requirements 
and procedures. 

b. The operator, tenant or lessee shall reimburse the Airport for any fines, legal or court costs, 
incurred by FBMA for such violations.  

 
Section 5 – Motor Vehicles 

 
5.01  GENERAL: 

a. All motor vehicles and their operators on the Airport shall comply fully with the State of 
Florida motor vehicle laws as amended, these R&R, and instructions issued by law 
enforcement personnel. 

b. Unless otherwise provided herein, the City shall have the authority to establish regulations 
regarding motor vehicle traffic and control on FBMA. 

c. The Airport Manager may tow, remove, or cause to be removed from the Airport any vehicle 
that is disabled, abandoned, and/or parked in violation of these R&R at the vehicle operator’s 
risk and expense and without liability for damage that may result from such removal if the 
vehicle creates a safety hazard or interferes with Airport operations. 

d. Any person causing death or injury on the Airport or damage to Airport property as a result of 
a motor vehicle accident or incident shall report the accident or incident immediately to the 
Fernandina Beach Police Department as well as the Airport Manager.  Such persons shall be 
responsible to the City for any damages to City property. 

e. Use of all-terrain vehicles, mini-bikes, go-carts, roller blades, roller skates, skateboards is not 
permitted on the Airport. 

f. Use of bicycles for transportation between buildings is permitted within hangar areas. 
 

5.02  LICENSING AND INSURANCE:  
a. No person shall operate a motor vehicle or motorized ground equipment on the Airport 

without a valid operator’s license appropriate for the vehicle being operated. 
b. All vehicles entering Airport property are required to have at least the minimum amount of 

insurance as required by State of Florida statutes.  
 
5.03 VEHICLE OPERATIONS WITHIN AIRPORT OPERATIONS AREA:    

a. No person shall operate a motor vehicle of any kind on the Airport in a reckless manner, or in 
excess of the posted speed limit.  

b. Speed limits shall not exceed 10 mph on ramps, aprons, in aircraft parking or hangar areas, 
and other areas of the AOA unless posted. 

c. All motor vehicles on the Airport shall be operated on roadways or paved surfaces when 
traveling to/from/between aircraft parking areas, hangar areas and tenant facilities. 

d. No motor vehicle shall be permitted on any portion of the AOA unless the Airport Manager 
has granted specific written permission to such vehicle’s operator and such vehicle is utilized 
for, or in conjunction with, aeronautical activities.   
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e. Pedestrians, aircraft and emergency vehicles shall at all times have right of way over 
vehicular traffic.  

f. No person shall operate a motor vehicle in any hangar that is occupied by an aircraft on the 
Airport unless its exhaust is protected by screens and baffles pursuant to NFPA guidelines. 

g. No person shall park motorized ground equipment near any aircraft in such manner so as to 
prevent it or the other ground equipment from being readily driven or towed away from the 
aircraft in case of emergency. 

h. No vehicle used for hauling trash, dirt, or any other materials shall be operated on the Airport 
unless such vehicle is constructed so as to prevent the contents from dropping, sifting, 
leaking, or otherwise escaping there from. 

 
5.04  VEHICLES CROSSING TAXIWAYS AND RUNWAYS: 

a. All motor vehicles operating on or across taxiways or runways shall have a functioning two-
way radio (capable of communicating on UNICOM) and an operating yellow rotating 
flashing beacon, except when under escort by a motor vehicle properly authorized and 
equipped.  During an emergency, blue/red flashing lights are acceptable for law enforcement 
and fire and rescue vehicles. 

b. The installation of two-way radio and/or flashing beacon shall not be construed as license to 
operate a motor vehicle on the taxiways or runways without prior written permission of the 
Airport Manager. 

c. Motor vehicles permitted to operate on the Airport will not proceed closer than 250 feet from 
the edge of the runways nor across any of the runways prior to visually clearing for aircraft 
taking off or landing. 

d. When parking adjacent to a runway, all motor vehicles must park at least 250 feet to the 
outside of the runway lights. Exceptions include operational, agricultural, and maintenance 
equipment engaged in working on runways. 

e. Construction-related motor vehicles required to enter or work within the AOA, will be 
marked with an approved orange and white-checkered flag for daytime operations or a yellow 
beacon for nighttime operations.  Non two-way radio capable construction vehicles shall be 
escorted at all times while within the AOA by an Airport authorized vehicle or flagman 
equipped with two-way radio. 

 
5.05  PARKING: 

a. Short-term (less than 24 hours) motor vehicle parking is available only in the unpaved vehicle 
parking lot on Airport Road.  Long-term (more than 24 hours up to 30 days) parking may be 
permitted in the paved vehicle parking lot on Airport Road.  Any ground vehicle improperly 
parked in the short term or long term public parking areas without written approval of the 
Airport Manager may be removed at the owner’s expense. 

b. No person may park in such a manner to obstruct a parking lot lane, driveway, roadway, 
Airport access gate, walkway, crosswalk, fire lane, runway, taxiway, taxi lane, and/or 
obstruct access to hangars, parked aircraft, and/or parked vehicles or create a hazard nor in a 
manner, which could interfere with, or create a hazard for aircraft operations. 

c. No person shall use any public parking area to temporarily or permanently store any type of 
motor vehicle. 

d. Boats, jet skis, snowmobiles, dune buggies, any cars including race cars and antique cars, 
recreational vehicles, trailers, and like equipment may not be permanently parked or stored on 
FBMA, including within hangars, unless permitted by written agreement or with written 
permission of the Airport Manager. 

e. Attended vehicles shall be parked parallel to the t-hangar. One vehicle only may be parked 
inside a t-hangar when hangar is empty and aircraft is not on the Airport.  Additional motor 
vehicles shall park in long-term parking or other designated areas. 

f. Bulk hangar tenants shall park their motor vehicles in designated areas at their hangar. 
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5.06  REPAIR OF VEHICLES: 
No person shall clean or make any repairs to motor vehicles anywhere on the Airport; except as 

may be approved by the Airport Manager for minor repairs. 
 

Section 6 – Conflict Resolution Process 
 

6.01 VIOLATIONS: 
The Airport Manager may issue verbal or written violation notices to any tenant or operator and 

agents or employees who, in his discretion, violates any part of these R&R.    
 
6.02 APPEAL PROCESS: 

a. Anyone issued a written notice of violation who wishes to contest such issuance shall have 
ten (10) calendar days from such notice to provide a written statement to the Airport Manager 
explaining the occurrence and providing any other information or explanation concerning the 
alleged violation(s). The Airport Manager has ten (10) calendar days to respond to any 
request for review based upon information received from the alleged violator and, if 
applicable, may revise, amend, or rescind his original violation notice. However, should the 
Airport Manager, in his discretion, conclude that the alleged violation(s) poses a threat to the 
safety, health and welfare of others, may temporarily revoke the violator’s Airport privileges 
and/or temporarily suspend the Airport operations of the violator pending completion of such 
appeal. 

b. An alleged violator may file a written request of appeal to the City Manager within ten (10) 
calendar days of the Airport Manager’s written decision.  The City Manager, along with the 
City Attorney and an appointee of the City Manager, who shall be a Department Director but 
not the Airport Manager, shall schedule a meeting to review and hear an appeal from the 
Airport Manager’s decision.  The Committee shall hear the appeal and have thirty (30) 
calendar days to issue a written opinion which shall be final and binding on the alleged 
violator. 
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Appendix A 
 

REFERENCES 
 

Code of Federal Regulations – Title 14 Aeronautics and Space – All Chapters, Current Edition 
(commonly called Federal Aviation Regulations – FARs)  

Code of Federal Regulations – Title 49 Transportation – Current Edition 
 
Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) - Current Edition 
 Chapters 1-10, Appendix 3 Abbreviations/Acronyms, Pilot/Controller Glossary 
 
FAA Order 5190.6A – Airport Compliance Handbook  
 
City of Fernandina Beach Code of Ordinances 
 
Nassau County Code of Laws and Ordinances 
 
State of Florida Statutes as applicable including: 

Chapter 163 – Intergovernmental Programs 
Chapters 329-333 – Aviation 
Chapter 633 – Fire Prevention and Control 

 
National Fire Prevention Association Codes as applicable including: 

NFPA Code 403 – Standard for Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Services at Airports 
NFPA Code 407 – Standard for Aircraft Fuel Servicing 
NFPA Code 409 – Standard on Aircraft Hangars 
NFPA Code 410 – Standard on Aircraft Maintenance  
NFPA Code 30 – Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code  

 
State of Florida Administrative Code as applicable including: 

Department 9 – Department of Community Affairs 
Department 14 – Department of Transportation  
Department 17 – Department of Environmental Regulation 
Department 62 – Department of Environmental Protection  

 
Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport Minimum Standards for Commercial Activities 
 
Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport Noise Abatement Procedures 
 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) - AOPA WATCH 
 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
 
State of Florida Aviation System Plan 
 
State of Florida Department of Transportation, “Florida (Aviation) Guidelines” 
 
Navy Helicopter Operations MOU 
 
Local Operations MOUs 
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Appendix B 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 

The terms below shall have the following definitions for purposes of these R&R.  All other terms not 
defined below and related to aeronautical practices, processes, and equipment shall be construed 
according to their general usage in the aviation industry. 
 

• Aeronautical Activity – Any activity that involves, makes possible, or is required for the operation 
of aircraft or that contributes to or is required for the safety of such operations. Activities within this 
definition, commonly conducted on airports, include, but are not limited to the following: general and 
corporate aviation, air taxi and charter operations, scheduled and nonscheduled air carrier operations, pilot 
training, aircraft rental and sightseeing, aerial photography, crop dusting, aerial advertising and surveying, 
aircraft sales and services, aircraft storage, sale of aviation petroleum products, repair and maintenance of 
aircraft, sale of aircraft parts, parachute or ultralight activities, and any other activities that, because of 
their direct relationship to the operation of aircraft, can appropriately be regarded as aeronautical 
activities. 

• Agency – Any federal, state, or local government entity, unit, agency, organization, or authority. 
• Agreement (or Lease or Hangar Rental Agreement) – A written contract between the City of 

Fernandina Beach and an entity or person to occupy, use, and/or develop land and/or improvements and 
engage in aeronautical activity.  Such contract shall recite the terms and conditions under which the 
activity will be conducted at the Airport including, but not limited to, term of the agreement, rents, fees, 
and charges to be paid by the entity or person, and the rights and obligations of the respective parties.  

• Aircraft – Any contrivance now known or hereafter invented, used, or designed for navigation of 
or flight in air.  Examples or aircraft include, but are not limited to, airplane, glider, rotorcraft, helicopter 
or gyroplane, balloon, blimp and ultralight. 

• Airport – All land within the legal boundaries of Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport, owned by 
the City of Fernandina Beach.     

• Airport Manager – The individual appointed and authorized by the City of Fernandina Beach to 
administer and manage all operations of the Airport and Airport facilities. 

• Airport Rules and Regulations – Rules and Regulations of the Airport, properly adopted by 
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Fernandina Beach, as may be amended from time to 
time.    

• Airport Tenant (Tenant) – Any person or entity based on the property of the Airport possessing an 
approved lease or agreement with the City; any person or entity with a sublease agreement with an entity 
based on the Airport possessing a lease or agreement with the City.   

• AOA (Airport Operations Area) – The area of the Airport situated within the perimeter fence line, 
which is used primarily for aircraft parking, taxiing, refueling, landing, takeoff, or surface maneuvering. 

• Apron (or Ramp) – A defined area of an Airport intended to accommodate aircraft for the 
purposes of loading and unloading passengers or cargo, refueling, parking or maintenance.    

• City – The City of Fernandina Beach located in Nassau County, Florida 
• Commercial Aeronautical Activity – An activity which involves, makes possible or is required for 

the operation of aircraft, or which contributes to or is required for the safety of aircraft operations 
commonly conducted on the Airport and the purpose of such activity being to generate or secure earnings, 
income, compensation, services, goods, like-kind exchange, or profit of any kind, whether or not such 
results are accomplished. 

• Emergency Vehicle – Vehicle of the police or fire department, ambulance or any vehicle 
conveying an Airport official or Airport employee in response to an official alarm call. 

• Entity – A person, persons, firm, limited-liability company, corporation, partnership, 
unincorporated proprietorship, association, or group formed for the purpose of conducting the proposed 
activity. 
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• FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) – The federal agency within the Department of 
Transportation of the United States government that has the responsibility of promoting safety in the air, 
by both regulation and education.  

• FAR (Federal Aviation Regulation) – The federal government rules and regulations governing 
aviation activity under Code of Federal Regulations – Title 14 Aeronautics and Space.   

• Fire Department – Fernandina Beach Fire Department having jurisdiction and responsibility over 
the Airport.  

• Fixed Base Operator (FBO) – A business granted the right by the Airport sponsor to operate on an 
Airport and provide aeronautical services such as fueling, hangar space, tie-down and parking, aircraft 
rental, aircraft maintenance, and flight instruction.  

• Flammable Liquids – A liquid or agent which when in contact with another property or properties 
may ignite causing a flame. 

• Fuel – Any petroleum product used for the purpose of providing propulsion to an aircraft. 
• Fuel Handling – The transporting, delivering, dispensing, storage, or draining of fuel or fuel waste 

products to or from any aircraft, vehicle or equipment.  
• Hazardous Materials – Any substance, waste or material which is toxic, explosive, corrosive, 

flammable, infectious, radioactive, carcinogenic, mutagenic, or otherwise hazardous, and is or becomes 
regulated as a hazardous material by any governmental authority, agency, department, commission or 
board.  

• Minimum Standards for Commercial Activities (Minimum Standards) – The qualifications, 
criteria, and standards established by the City of Fernandina Beach as the minimum requirements to be 
met as a condition for the right to conduct a commercial aeronautical activity on the Airport. 

• Motor Vehicle (or Vehicle) – Any device that is capable of moving itself, or being moved, from 
place to place upon wheels, but does not include any device designed to be moved by muscular power or 
designed to move primarily through the air.     

• NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) – All codes, standards, rules, and regulations 
contained in the standards of the National Fire Protection Association, as may be amended from time to 
time, and are incorporated herein by reference. 

• Operator (Aircraft or Motor Vehicle) – Any person who is in actual physical control of an aircraft 
or motor vehicle. 

• Operating Directive – Specific written documents detailing approved methods of operations as 
directed and signed by the Airport Manager.  Such will become an addendum of the Airport Rules and 
Regulations. 

• Owner – Any person who holds the legal title of an aircraft or a motor vehicle. 
• Permission – A right or approval granted by the Airport Manager under authority delegated by 

City Manager and/or City Commission. 
• Person – Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, joint stock 

association, or body politic or any other group acting as an entity, or combination of thereof; and further 
includes any trustee, receiver, committee, assignee, or other representative or employee thereof.   

• Police Department (or Law Enforcement) – Fernandina Beach Police Department having 
jurisdiction and responsibility over the Airport.   

• Public Area (or Common Area) – The land and/or improvements at the Airport that is available for 
use on a non-exclusive basis and not controlled by any leasehold. 

• Regulatory Measures – Federal, state, county, city, and Airport, laws, codes, ordinances, policies, 
rules and regulations, including, without limitation, those of the United States Department of 
Transportation, the FAA, the FDOT, NFPA, Airport Minimum Standards, Airport Rules and Regulations, 
all as may be in existence, hereafter enacted, and amended from time to time. 

• Restricted Area – Any area of the Airport wherein entry or use thereof is restricted to authorized 
personnel only pursuant to regulatory measures, including but not limited to: runways, taxiways, fire 
lanes, Airport maintenance facilities, mechanical rooms, electrical vaults, fire breaks and any of the areas 
marked as such with appropriate signage.  
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• Run-up – Aircraft engine operation above normal idle power for purposes other than initiating taxi 
or takeoff. 

• Runway – A defined rectangular surface on an Airport prepared or suitable for the landing or 
taking off of aircraft. Runways are identified by a broken white centerline, solid white edge lines and 
white edge lights. 

• Self-fueling or self-service – Self-fueling means the fueling or servicing of an aircraft (i.e. 
changing the oil, washing) by the owner of the aircraft with his or her own employees and using his or her 
own equipment.  Self-fueling or other self-services cannot be contracted out to another party.  Self-fueling 
implies using fuel obtained by the aircraft owner from the source of his/her preference.  As one of many 
self-service activities that can be conducted by the aircraft owner or operator by his or her own employees 
using his or her own equipment, self-fueling, differs from using a self-service fueling pump made 
available by the Airport, a FBO, or an aeronautical service provider.  The use of a self-service fueling 
pump is a commercial activity and is not considered self-fueling as defined herein and can be subject to 
Minimum Standards.  In addition to self-fueling, other self-service activities that can be performed by the 
aircraft owner with his or her own employees include activities such as maintaining, repairing, cleaning, 
and otherwise providing service to an aircraft, provided the service is performed by the aircraft owner or 
his/her employees with resources supplied by the aircraft owner.  Title 14 CFR Part 43 permits the holder 
of a pilot certificate to perform specific types of preventative maintenance on any aircraft owned or 
operated by the pilot. 

• Shall (or will or must) – These words are always mandatory. 
• Taxi lane – The portion of the aircraft parking areas used for access between taxiways and aircraft 

parking positions. 
• Taxiway – A defined path established for the taxiing of aircraft from one part of an Airport to 

another.  Taxiways are identified by a solid painted yellow centerline and blue edge lights. 
• Tie-down Area – An area paved or unpaved suitable for parking and mooring of aircraft wherein 

suitable tie-down points are located. 
• UNICOM (CTAF) – A two-way communication system operated by a non-governmental entity on 

a designated radio frequency to provide Airport advisory information while operating to or from an 
Airport that does not have a control tower or an Airport when the tower is closed. The Common Traffic 
Advisory Frequency (CTAF) may be a UNICOM, MULTICOM, Flight Service Station (FSS), or a tower 
frequency and is identified in appropriate aeronautical publications. While not required for operation at 
Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport, use is strongly encouraged. 
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