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PLAN INTRODUCTION
The Comprehensive Plan acts as a living and practical document guiding development that enhances and protects the quality of life for
City of Fernandina Beach residents. The analysis and subsequent recommendations put forth in the Evaluation and Appraisal
Review (EAR) report were intended to reflect the City’s desire to formalize City practices, implement policies, and amend its
Comprehensive Plan to achieve this goal.
The adopted Comprehensive Plan EAR-based amendments document various improvements and possibilities for the City. Some of
these efforts are ongoing in current programs, while many others will require new efforts and actions to make them a reality.
When viewed in its entirety, the Comprehensive Plan provides direction for action and establishes a shared vision of the City's future.
Revisions to the goals, objectives, and policies of the Comprehensive Plan were developed during the EAR review and planning
process to guide the community and provide clear direction to elected officials, City administration, and citizens alike on certain
day-to-day activities as well as the future vision of the City. The City of Fernandina Beach Comprehensive Plan:
1. Requires that public and private activities are consistent with the goals, objectives, policies, actions, and standards of the
adopted plan;
2. Provides authority to the City’s land development regulations, including the adopted capital improvement program; and,
3. Provides elected officials, City staff, and residents with a vision for developing the City.
The planning process for the City began with the formulation of general goal statements that reflect the community's future image
of itself. These goals provide the basis for how programs or activities are ultimately directed. The objectives and policies identify
standards and actions which represent the most basic steps in the path toward reaching the City’s desired goals.

Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR)
The local planning process is not static. It is continuous, evolving, and ongoing. As such, the Comprehensive Plan is audited from time
to time. Pursuant to Chapter 163.3191, F.S., the City completed an Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) of the 2002
Comprehensive Plan between the years of 2008 and 2009. The EAR report was adopted by the City in December 2009.
As part of this seven (7) year process, the City is required to review its Comprehensive Plan by evaluating the performance of the
previously adopted goals, objectives, and policies in each element. The process also includes identification of new community
identified major issues; and evaluates the Plan for consistency with current state statutes. Based on the City’s latest review of the
goals of the Comprehensive Plan, the 2009 EAR established that the existing Comprehensive Plan has served the City well; however,
changes were necessary in order to focus on strategies related to the community identified four (4) major issues which include:
• Sustainability;
• Enhanced Wetlands Protection; and
• Neighborhood Preservation;
• Annexation Planning
The goals, objectives, and policies of the Comprehensive Plan were revised following the 2009 EAR report to take into account
recommendations included in the report. Those revisions make up this current document.

Plan Format
The Goals, Objectives and Policies presented in the Comprehensive Plan elements reflect the City’s directive of utilizing the following
smart growth principles to guide future growth through its current planning horizon of 2030:
1. Provide a mixture of land uses in compact districts and/or neighborhoods that are designed to provide additional
opportunities for walking and easier movement and interaction for pedestrians;
2. Provide a range of housing opportunities and choices so that the young and old, single persons and families, and those of
varying economic ability may find places to live;
3. Create and maintain a walkable environment;
4. Build upon existing community assets;

5. Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place;
6. Preserve and enhance open and/or green space, vegetation, and important environmental areas such as wetlands;
7. Promote infill development and redevelopment and compact development that strengthen existing communities and
lessen land consumption by using land resources more efficiently;
8. Provide a variety of transportation choices to residents and tourists by supporting walking, cycling, low-speed alternative
vehicles and transit as attractive alternatives to driving by providing alternative routes that disperse, rather than
concentrate traffic congestion, and reducing vehicular trips which lessens non-renewable energy dependence and
decreases the release of GHGs into the atmosphere; and
9. Maintain a predictable and fair development review process so that developers are encouraged to apply the principles
stated above.

Plan Implementation
Plan implementation is probably one of the most important aspects of this plan. Simply stated, implementation is the actual
carrying out and accomplishment of the goals, objectives, policies, and actions identified within the Comprehensive Plan. Effective
implementation is directly related to the Plan's specificity, precision, and clarity. A Comprehensive Plan is not self-implementing. It is
vital that the City Commission, Planning Advisory Board, and City Staff implement this document and make amendments when
duly necessary. Unless clearly stated otherwise, actual implementation of this plan will require further action by the City
Commission, usually through budget appropriations, by amendment(s) or adoption of ordinances and land development code
regulations.
With the adoption of this plan, the City of Fernandina Beach adheres to a comprehensive growth management plan which directs
and anticipates its future growth through the short-term and long-term planning horizons. It is also important to ensure that all
land development regulations support and serve to implement the goals of the Comprehensive Plan. Lastly, it is realized that planning
is an on-going process and that interpretation and implementation of a single policy shall take into consideration, and be consistent
with, all Comprehensive Plan elements.
The planning process does not end with the adoption of the entire Comprehensive Plan. The next step is implementation.
Implementation mechanisms take the form of objectives, policies, development standards, and special studies that are contained in
the separate elements of the Comprehensive Plan. A specific time frame has been established for each implementation mechanism.
Effectiveness of the Comprehensive Plan is measured through various feedback and monitoring mechanisms to measure, control and
balance the system. The following feedback mechanisms are contained within the Comprehensive Plan:
a. Monitor level of service standards as related to the need for public facilities and applicable capital improvements. This will
be done on an annual basis and updated to effectively provide public facility needs.
b. Annually review and revise the Capital Improvements Program of the City, to carry out and fund the policies, programs
and associated projects. Capital Improvement Element updates will be coordinated with the annual review of any
established neighborhood plans.
c. Create new and revise existing development standards to carry out various initiatives outlined in the Comprehensive Plan.
d. Provide flexibility in the Comprehensive Plan’s design to allow for adaptation to changing conditions.
e. Review Nassau County, regional and state plans ensuring compatibility and consistency as well as enhanced
intergovernmental coordination efforts to further common goals, objectives and programs.
f. Annually review any established neighborhood plans to evaluate effectiveness, measure progress, and update as necessary.
g. Prepare Evaluation and Appraisal Review (EAR) reports at intervals as required by State Statutes to measure the
Comprehensive Plan's effectiveness and to make the necessary changes required to implement and further the Comprehensive
Plan's goals.

