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Executive Summary
The Comprehensive Plan is the City's growth management tool that identifies
the long-range goals the City wants to achieve over the next 15 to 25 years.
The framework of the Comprehensive Plan is regulated by the State of Florida,
which requires the Comprehensive Plan to have long-range goals (10-25
years), short term objectives (1-10 years), policies to guide implementation,
established levels of service, and measurable outcomes. Every seven (7) years,
the City is required to update its Comprehensive Plan by evaluating the status
of the goals, objectives, and policies, identifying new major issues of public
concern; and evaluating the plan for consistency with current state statutes.
This process is completed through an Evaluation and Appraisal Review (EAR)
Report. The City’s EAR Report was adopted in December 2009.
Generally, the Comprehensive Plan is designed as a blueprint for
development. It establishes the basis for the City’s regulatory framework,
directs growth, and is used as a guide for land use decision making. Based on
the latest review of the goals of the Comprehensive Plan, the EAR concluded
that the Comprehensive Plan has served the City well however, changes were
needed in order to achieve progressive action as related to the following EAR
identified major issues:
•
Sustainability;
•
Neighborhood Preservation;
•
Enhanced Wetlands Protection; and
•
Annexation Planning.
In addition, the goals reflect the existing policies and direction of the City and
serve to provide effective guidance for decision making.
Each element contained in this Comprehensive Plan addresses a topic or group of
topics involved with the physical development of land within the City.
Collectively, the elements address the appropriateness of various kinds of land
use, the impacts of those land uses on natural and cultural resources, the
services needed for existing and future development, the fiscal capability of the
City to provide those services, and a planned service delivery schedule. The
format of each element provides a purpose (summary) for the element, levelof-service standards (where applicable), a listing of goals, objectives and
policies, and a listing of planned improvements for inclusion in the Capital
Improvements Element.
The Comprehensive Plan is the planning and policy link between the City’s vision
and principles and the regulatory mechanism of both the Land Development
Code and the Municipal Code. It also includes the prioritization of public

improvements identified in the City's Five Year Capital Improvements Program.
The goals, objectives, and policies of this plan were revised following the EAR report
and planning process as a means to guide the community’s future growth. Further, the
document provides clear direction to elected officials, City staff, and citizens alike on
certain day-to-day activities as well as establishes the future vision of the City. The City
of Fernandina Beach Comprehensive Plan requires that:
1.
Public and private activities are consistent with the goals, objectives,
policies, actions, and standards of the adopted plan;
2.
Authority be given to the City’s land development code, including the
adopted capital improvement program; and,
3.
The general vision for the City is clearly articulated to elected officials,
City staff, and the public.
The Comprehensive Plan sets the general direction for most of the City’s legislative
action. It identifies and directs certain actions within the land development code and
capital improvements program. The Comprehensive Plan can be best described as the
City’s “constitution,” in other words, it’s the basis for which laws should be developed
and enforced.

By working in concert with each other the Comprehensive Plan, land development code
and the capital improvements program can lead the City to achieve a “smart growth”
form of development and enable both current and future commissions and
administrations to be proactive, rather than reactive in planning of the City.
This Comprehensive Plan documents various improvements and possibilities for the City.
Some of these efforts are ongoing in current programs, while many others will require
new efforts and actions to make them a reality. When viewed in its entirety, the plan
provides direction for action and improvements in planning the City's future.
The Comprehensive Plan should act as a living and practical document guiding
development that enhances and protects the quality of life for City residents while
preserving its natural and cultural resources for future generations. The analysis and
subsequent recommendations put forth in the 2009 EAR report were intended to
reflect the City’s desire to formalize existing practices and implement new policies to
address the identified major issues of public concern. This Comprehensive Plan achieves
those goals.
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