CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH

2022
Preservation Awards
"PEOPLE SAVING PLACES"
Thursday May 5, 2022 | 6:00 PM
Lesesne House | 415 Centre Street

The award program partners wish to recognize the efforts of those
involved in preserving our unique architectural resources. Historic
structures contribute to the identity of our community and sensitive
treatment of these resources ensure future residents and visitors will
experience the same community character.
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6:00 - 6:30
Hors d'oeuvres and cash bar on the rear patio
Tours of the first floor of Lesesne House available in limited groups
Music by Cam DeVane, Michael Awad, & Colin Wrye.
6:30 - 8:00
Opening Remarks - Salvatore Cumella, Preservation Planner, City of Fernandina Beach
Preservation and the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation - Jenny Wolfe, President of the
Board of Trustees of the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation
Preservation in Fernandina Beach - Lisa Finkelstein, Executive Director Fernandina Beach
Main Street
Renaming of the Preservation Champion Award in Honor of John M. Cotner
Presentation of the 2022 Preservation Awards
Closing Remarks - Salvatore Cumella, Preservation Planner, City of Fernandina Beach

History Happens Here is a City of Fernandina Beach
initiative to promote Fernandina's rich history and culture
and encourages the ongoing preservation of the historic
character that the city is known for.

Craftsmanship Award
Recognizes traditional methods of construction, including but not limited to
woodworking, wrought-iron work, framing, or plastering, and recognition of the
craftsperson that completed the work.

Rob Psulkowski, Built to Last Construction
Lesesne House Porch Railing Reconstruction
415 Centre Street

SRENNIW

"When Mr. Saltmarsh completed the purchase of the Lesesne
House, he came to me and said that we needed railings on the
first-floor porch to meet code. We decided that the best avenue
to pursue was the Museum of History and its resources. Ronda
is a wizard in the archives and before we knew it, we had a
number of pictures showing the Historic Lesesne house with
different railing styles. Mr. Saltmarsh asked me what would be
my choice, and I said that the "Union Jack" style to me was the
most interesting. It complimented the vertical balusters on the
second floor, which are wood of less than ¾" square, which
would be almost impossible to duplicate with today's materials.
Obviously, from circa 1860 they are heart pine.
I built these to last... Pressure-treated yellow pine, giving the
railing strength and a connection with its local roots, and the infill
(Union Jack) is Western Red Cedar, all joined together with
stainless steel fasteners. Oil-based primer and two coats of latex
enamel were used in the finishing.
I am incredibly proud to play a part in the preservation of the
Lesesne house. To be able to personally handcraft the parts of
this railing, hand assemble them using the finest materials that I
could put together, was a pleasure and an honor.
I started my career in the 70s when I began handcrafting
furniture. In 1982, I entered the world of contracting. Coming to
the island in 2013, and being allowed to work in a veritable
garden of historic structures, has enabled me to combine the
best of both the contracting world while utilizing the same skills
that I used when I began making furniture." - Rob Psulkowski,
Built-to-Last Construction.

New Construction Award
Awarded for sensitive design and careful construction of a new structure in either the
Old Town or Downtown Historic Districts

Robert Springer III
Springer Residence - 1127 White Street
Housh Homes Inc., Contractor
Miranda Architects, Architect
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"This project was designed by local expert Jose Miranda to follow HDC guidelines. His expertise and
knowledge allowed for the construction of a perfect example to recognize, the media peonia. This
home was constructed by Housh Homes Inc. to fit in Old Town timelessly to reflect on Amelia Island's
history." - Robert Harvey Springer III

Storefront Façade Renovation Award
Projects that demonstrate sensitive treatment of historic storefronts.

Cotner Associates, Inc, Architects
316 Centre Street Rehabilitation
316 Centre Street LLC, Owners
Harvey G. Ward, Building Contractor, Inc.
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Preservation Innovation Award
Awarded to projects that demonstrate sensitive and creative solutions incorporating
issues of sustainability, adaptive reuse, and integration of accessibility improvements.

Cotner Associates, Inc Architects
"The Alley" 316 Centre Street
316 Centre Street LLC, Owners
Harvey G. Ward, Building Contractor, Inc.
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"This newly built structure actually spans between two existing buildings, in a space that was
historically an alley. The unique nature of this space ultimately contributed to the name of the
establishment which now occupies it, The Alley. This new hospitality environment expresses the
externally historic elements of the western structure while encompassing an open-air true beer
garden type setting. Visitors encounter a unique architectural experience, entering through a
restricted one-story alley that celebrates the exposed structure of the historic buildings to either side,
ultimately leading to a voluminous two-story skylit space in the rear. This project is an excellent
example of urban infill development that is sensitive to the historic fabric of the streetscape while
incorporating modern construction techniques and materials."
- Benjamin Morrison, Cotner & Associates LLC.

Restoration / Rehabilitation Award

Recognizes properties that have been restored to their original style or appearance.

Neil and Martha Blalock
Residence Rehabilitation - 22 N 4th Street
Cotner Associates Inc., Architects

SRENNIW

"The objective of this project was to restore the structure
in a manner consistent with its original aesthetic, both
internally as well as externally. As with many of our
historic contributing structures, additions have been
added, often in a manner not aesthetically sensitive and
not terribly functional by today's standards. In the case of
the Blalock's, the 4th Street façade remained in
substantially its original state with a few additions which
could easily be removed and restored as close as
possible to its original state. Renovations and additions
were limited to the rear (east) including reconstruction of
the garage, modifications to the kitchen area, and
provisions for an elevator. The attic area (3rd floor)
contained mostly full height walkable area but was never
finished. This area was finished and boasts a view of the
river. Interior finishes were retained and painstakingly
refurbished to their original state as well." - Benjamin
Morrison, Cotner Associates, Inc.

Restoration / Rehabilitation Award

Recognizes properties that have been restored to their original style or appearance.

Byron Blake Brocato and Andrea Tufarolo
Residence Rehabilitation - 205 Amelia Street
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"Imagine. That is what went through our minds after we walked through 205 Amelia St in 2019. Imagine
what could become of this diamond in the rough. Crossing the threshold into Old Town, we knew this
was where we wanted to be. Life was handing us an opportunity. We could feel it. Others thought we
lost our minds. We knew this was where we were meant to be. There is a lot of life in this house, in this
land. Imagine...That started a path most unexpected. We bought a 1950s house with quite a history. It
was our "Cinderella". Decades ago, there was a fire in the house, but it still lived on. Like many Old
Townhouses, it was moved several blocks from its original location, giving it yet another chance at life.
The previous owner made many updates giving it more character. However, over the years, it fell into
disrepair. Do we tear down or restore? It was a tough decision that we didn't take lightly. We decided we
had to go all in and take on the daunting task of restoration and continue to expand on the previous
owner's vision. That started us on a multi-year journey!
As the homeowner, we became the project manager and jack of all trades. We steeped ourselves in
exploring the history and culture of the land, the building styles, and the people that lived here before us
(Timucuans, Spanish, etc.). We wanted to stay true to the look and feel of Old Town Florida. We wanted
to honor and respect the heritage.
After careful thought and deliberation, we dove in, starting the journey to renovate inside and out. It has
been a true labor of love. We did a lot of the work ourselves but had many helpers. Our neighbor, a
semi-retired builder, partnered with us throughout the process, sharing his exceptional talent. Many
others were involved, including a local architect creating the architectural plans, helping to turn our
vision into reality. Roofers, electricians, plumbers, gas, landscapers, HVAC, painters, stucco, flooring,
arborists, and about every type of contractor you can imagine had a hand in the evolution of 205.
Endless hours and many dumpsters later, our "Cinderella" was blossoming.

In the process, this experience has also brought the neighborhood together even more so than they
already were. We felt welcomed. Daily visits from neighbors to check on progress, neighbors pitching in
to help, and encouraging us to keep going. 205 Amelia St is more than a building. It's now a part of Old
Town's history, it's part of the neighborhood, embarking on its next life. Now, walking onto the property
and into the house, it feels comfortable, like home. It's even better than what we imagined!" - Byron
Blake Brocato, Andrea Tufarolo

Education / Oral History Award

Recognizes projects, individuals, or groups that further the public's
understanding of local history and culture through educational or oral history
programs.

Captain Kevin McCarthy
Amelia River Cruises

The history that he imparts is honed by
feedback from his customers and by
repeated delivery. As Kevin says, "Oral
history is also the purest history because it
can be challenged whenever it is
delivered".
Kevin has been a Fernandina resident
since 1968; his wife Cecilia's connections
go back nine generations in her LightKeeper family." - Dr. Michael Harrison
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Kevin McCarthy, particularly through his business
Amelia River Cruises (ARC) has been promoting the
history of Fernandina, Old Town, and its surrounding
waterways for over 20 years.
His passengers are treated to a detailed, well-informed,
90-minute long history of the area on each voyage. In
2021 alone, ARC carried 65,000 passengers.
Assuming an average of 25,000 passengers per year,
ARC will have informed and promoted Fernandina's
history to half a million passengers.
The impact of its connection to the water is frequently
minimized in Fernandina's history by referencing its
deep-water harbor. Kevin's narrations redress this
imbalance by painting the broader picture of Yulee's
plans for his railroad to the Gulf and beyond and
visualizing an Amelia Island where water was the only
viable method of transportation.

Preservation Advocate

Recognizes individuals or groups that advocate for the preservation of Fernandina's
history and culture

Suanne Thamm
"Ms. Thamm has played a long and important role in the
preservation and conservation of Fernandina's Historic
Districts since her arrival in the City in 1994.
In the 28 years since then she has served on the following
boards:
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Amelia Island Museum of History
General Duncan Lamont Clinch Historical Society
Amelia Island Fernandina Restoration Foundation
Northeast Florida Preservation Inc.
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation.
Historic District Council, City of Fernandina Beach.

Since 2016, she has been a Reporter/News Analyst with
the Fernandina Observer where her articles and reports of
City Commission meetings are informed by her knowledge
of local history. Her work will become valuable archive
material to describe current life here to future generations."
- Dr. Michael Harrison
Photo Credit: Copyright 2021 Steve Leimberg- UnSeenimages.Com

John M. Cotner Preservation Champion Award
Celebrating an individual dedicated to preserving Fernandina Beach’s heritage.

Ernie Saltmarsh
Founder & CEO, Saltmarsh Hospitality Group

The Florida House Inn is the oldest continually operated hotel in
the state of Florida and was built in 1857 by railroad pioneer
David Yulee, who helped spearhead Florida's statehood in 1845.
It has housed many famous people through the years, including
Ulysses S. Grant, Henry Ford, Laurel Hardy, and Mary Pickford.
Cuban revolutionary Jose Marti stayed at the Florida House.
Marti, a writer, poet, diplomat, painter, and journalist, was
planning an invasion of his native Cuba to free it from Spanish
rule and amassed his ships in Fernandina's harbor. Centrally
located in downtown Fernandina Beach, the inn features 17
rooms, the famous Mermaid Bar, and a beautiful garden and
patio area with a 350-year-old oak tree.
In January 2010 it was closed down. The current owners were
underwater with taxes and bills, along with the upkeep of what
then was a 152-year-old building. Mr. Saltmarsh purchased,
renovated, and reopened the grand old lady, which brought him
city-wide notoriety with the 2012 Preservation Award for
renovations.
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"Ernie has worked tirelessly on behalf of the Fernandina Beach
historical district since 2010. Ernie, recognizing the need to step
up and save an Amelia Island Historic District treasure,
purchased the venerable Florida House Inn, saving it from an
uneasy future.

John M. Cotner Preservation Champion Award
Celebrating an individual dedicated to preserving Fernandina Beach’s heritage.

Ernie Saltmarsh
Founder & CEO, Saltmarsh Hospitality Group
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Ernie followed that with the purchase and renovation of the Beech
Street Grill and the Beech Street Shoppes located at the corner of
Beech and 8th Streets. The property was derelict having closed in 2012.
In 2013, he purchased and renovated the property, bringing life into the
part of the City off of Centre Street and breathing life back into what was
the original home of Captain James Bell, who was a well-known
shipbuilder who went on to become a builder of many beautiful Victorian
homes throughout the city. The Bell House, built in 1889, is a supreme
example of the Gingerbread Age. It is located on South 8th Street at the
corner of Beech Street. The house was built in 1889 by Capt. Bill Bell, a
harbor pilot. The intricate porch carpentry reflects the Chinese
Chippendale influence in furniture design.
Shortly after that, Ernie was approached by the City of Fernandina
regarding 217 S. 8th St. It was in danger of collapse in its current
location, and had the City not enforced its local ordinances and had the
owner keep a good roof on the building, it would have been lost forever.
A circa-1900 "shotgun house" at 217 S. 8th St. will be moved in the next
30 days by Hygema House Movers, Inc. to a site next to the Beech
Street Grill. Saltmarsh said it is "an adorable little building" that will
replace one that burned at the restaurant site in the 1990s and will be
restored as a fourth retail spot.
Around the corner from the Florida House on Ash Street, this rustic
historic home is believed to have been built in 1859 by John Martin
Waas, a German immigrant, who was an island pharmacist. The house
has remained in its natural state and is surrounded by a magical
collection of antiques, unique architectural elements, and oddities
collected by a craftsman and designer who lived on-site. Ernie purchased
this one-of-a-kind house in 2019 when it came onto the market because
he was afraid of what could happen to it to someone who did not value
this little treasure.

John M. Cotner Preservation Champion Award
Celebrating an individual dedicated to preserving Fernandina Beach’s heritage.

Ernie Saltmarsh
Founder & CEO, Saltmarsh Hospitality Group

Finally, we have his current project on 121 S 9th Street. Once again the
City approached Ernie on behalf of the Zion Baptist Church. They are
struggling to maintain their own church and parsonage house, however,
a derelict 700 sf shotgun on a vacant part of their property was in danger
of simply collapsing. The City asked if Ernie would relocate this to a
building lot on the Beech Street Grill property. Despite his knowledge
that taking on such a challenge would easily cost twice what it would
take to build new, he agreed. And now in a few months, a lovely little
building will reinvent itself as a country bakery." - Rob Psulkowski
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Ernie and his group have just wrapped up the purchase and
renovation of the Lesesne House. The Lesesne House is described
as Classical Revival. It is the oldest and only remaining post-andbeam home on Amelia Island.
A two-hundred-year-old oak tree shades a generous lawn that spills
onto Centre Street. Its distinctive two double-galleried porches stretch
across the front of the house. A railing has been added across the
first-story porch that matches one found in an old photo of the house.
The original owner was Dr. John Lesesne.
When the Florida Railroad’s David Yulee found it necessary to move
the town of Fernandina from what is now known as Old Town to its
current site, Dr. Lesesne was one of the first to build a home. The
doctor left Amelia Island to treat injured soldiers during the Civil War
and never returned. Judge John Friend, a German immigrant who
was appointed District Tax
Commissioner by President Andrew Jackson purchased the home.
Prominent in the community, Friend served as county commissioner,
a judge, and at the time of his death, state senator-elect from Nassau
County. At one time, an olive grove thrived on the land that is now
occupied by the post office. The home has only traded hands three
times in its 160-year history, remaining in one family’s hands for 150
years.

Keystone Award & Adaptive Reuse Award
Presented to the project that best represents Historic Preservation.

Lofts on 5th
Lofts on Fifth, LLC
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LOFTS ON 5TH is the newest and most Exclusive Condo property in downtown Fernandina Beach.
The building itself was built in 1963. It was the Educational Building for First Baptist Church. I began
looking at the property in 2018. I climbed up the scuttle ladder and saw the amazing view from the
rooftop and knew that this would be a great project!
The building was purchased in late 2018 and demolition began in mid-2019. The structural integrity of
the building was solid! In the design of the building, we kept all of the windows in the building and
made some of the windows into doors that access private balconies. Black Marvin Casement
Windows and doors are used throughout the building. Glass rails are used on the balconies so as not
to distract from the original brick exterior of the building.
The repurposing of this building has been challenging with Covid, supply issues, labor issues, and
such, but it is now complete and a couple of owners have already moved in! One couple who moved
in already are Sally and Robby Young. Robby was the Sunday school director in this building and
they are very excited about having a place here now! When we purchased the property there were
church pews in the building. We repurposed those and used them on the third-floor units. The pews
are now stairs that lead from the third-floor condos to private rooftop terraces!
Details and finishes combine to make LOFTS ON 5TH …..A One of A Kind!
Some of the features at LOFTS ON 5TH INCLUDE 4’ x 9’ Italian porcelain tile, SubZero refrigerators
and wine fridges, Wolf ovens and cooktops, marble waterfall countertops, and of course a rooftop
terrace that is THE WOW FACTOR!
The history of Fernandina can be seen from the rooftop…Views include downtown, the marina, the
port, the post office, the courthouse, churches, the mills, and the Amelia River! The brick exterior on
the building was flawless. We have pressure washed the brick and it looks amazing!
LOFTS ON 5TH stands proud and is the ultimate example of what can be done to restore and
repurpose wonderful historic buildings!

Keystone Award & Adaptive Reuse Award
Presented to the project that best represents Historic Preservation.

Lofts on 5th
Lofts on Fifth, LLC
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We would like thank our sponsors who made this year's
Preservation Awards possible:

SROSNOPS
Bobby & Carol Ferreira

